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Our prospectus has 
been designed to 
provide you with a 
general overview. 
Remember, that if you 
have any question, you 
can get in touch with 
us!                     

@AASixthForm on 
Twitter and Instagram.

Curriculum trips and 
overseas visits like 
the Ski Trip to Italy, 
add a wide range 
of opportunities for 
students in our Sixth 
Form.

As a small Sixth Form, CARE is 
the core around which all of our 
actions are built. With around sixty 
to eighty students in each year 
group, students are never far from 
someone who can give them the 
support they need.
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I am very proud to lead the Sixth Form team at Attleborough Academy, 
we are committed to our students and to continuously improving. 
While recent years have brought challenges, the lockdown and 
Coronavirus outbreak were a very difficult time, we pride ourselves on 
being able to provide support and guidance for our students even in 
those, most difficult of circumstances. 

We have a number of key aims as a team;
• To contribute to the personal, social and academic development 
 of  each student.
• To provide students with a learning environment that is supportive, 
 stimulating and challenging.
• To encourage and assist students to develop an increasing sense 
 of responsibility for their own learning.
• To provide students with excellent information, advice, guidance 
 and support for their individual progression needs.

The ethos and atmosphere of the Sixth Form is different from other 
areas of the Academy. Students enjoy a greater degree of freedom 
and independence, but also take on a greater degree of personal 
responsibility and maturity.

With new facilities being worked on for the 2021-22 academic year, it 
is a really exciting time to join our Sixth Form. We are on hand to help 
with any queries you have during the remainder of your time in Year 
11, get in touch if you have any questions, and we look forward to 
welcoming you in September 2021!

Andy Cole
Head of Sixth Form

David Nevard
Sixth Form 
Manager

Excellent relationships between students 
and staff are at the heart of the Academy 
and are often commented on by our 
visitors. We are a hardworking and caring 
community of people with high standards, 
high expectations and strong core values:

• Commitment
• Acknowledgement
• Respect
• Excellence

CARE has a genuine meaning within our 
community, as we want the Academy to be 
a place where these values are seen in all
aspects of our work together. 

Our greatest assets are our students. A 
team of Sixth Form Presidents oversee our 
newly created Students’ Union, and take 
a prominent role in the leadership of the 
Academy. They do this by providing good 
examples of behaviour and learning to our 
younger students, and by engaging with 
them and the community outside our gates 
in a mature and responsible way.

Attleborough Academy is an 
inclusive, friendly and effective 
learning community with high 
aspirations and a reputation for 
innovation.

WELCOME 
FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL

MEET THE SIXTH 
FORM TEAM

Neil McShane
Principal, 
Attleborough Academy

Our Sixth Form team have been working 
together for a number of years and have 
received county-wide recognition for their 
support for our students.

Pictured here on Year 13 
Leavers’ day, Mr McShane has 
been Principal of Attleborough 
Academy since 2010, and 
served as Executive Principal 
of Norfolk Academies from 
2018 until we joined Sapientia 
Education Trust in June, 2020.

WELCOME TO 
ATTLEBOROUGH 
ACADEMY

Each year on Year 
13 Leavers’ Day the 
students dress up - 
this year group went 
all out! Bill & Ben 
were a particular 
highlight...

To be the best we 
can be.

To have 
aspirational, happy 
and successful 
students.

To have 
inspirational, happy 
and successful 
staff.

Our Vision

•

•

•

Our core purpose is to achieve the best 
learner outcomes. For a student to be 
‘successful’ though, we believe it is far more 
than just attaining results. Whilst we recognise 
the great importance of qualifications, we 
are not just a ‘results factory’. We take our 
roles as educators very seriously and so it 
is our aim to assist parents and carers to 
educate the ‘whole child.’ We want them 
to become a well-rounded member of 
the community. We know that when they 
leave us, they need to be able to compete 
in a globally competitive and challenging 
world, but they should also have become 
an admirable person and a conscientious 
citizen. 

Having recently joined Sapientia Education 
Trust, in June of 2020, we are part of a 
network of schools who put the children at 
the centre of all that we do. With strong links 
to Wymondham College, our Sixth Form is 
able to offer a broad curriculum to suit our 
students and to support the needs of our 
community.

We look forward to welcoming you to our 
family.
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OUR SIXTH FORM

Attleborough Sixth Form is 
a place where you can be 
yourself and follow the path that 
is right for you. Our personalised 
programme of studies and 
tailored opportunities are 
shaped around what our 
students want and need. We 
are accepting of differences 
and have a great sense of pride 
and trust in our students. 

Our Student Union allows 
the opportunity to have a 
positive impact on the Sixth 
Form community, and act as 
role models across the wider 
Academy. Our electronic 
lanyard and sign-in system 
allows you to be treated as 
an adult, responsible for your 
own learning. At the same 
time, our personalised tutor 
system ensures that you have 
a daily point of contact, so that 
any issues can be promptly 
addressed and to provide you 
with any advice and support 
that is needed. 

Not your average Sixth Form... students, staff, 
and parents alike comment on the positive 
atmosphere at our Sixth Form. We’re different 
to other places, find out why.

Within our Sixth Form Team, we 
have a dedicated Pastoral 
Tutor, a Sixth Form Academic 
Mentor, and a Careers Advisor 
so that you are supported in all 
aspects of Sixth Form life. We 
can help you to find out how 
you work best, what you are 
interested in, what you might 
want to do in the future, and 
how to get there.

The mantra of our Sixth Form is 
“Study. Support. Succeed.” We 
provide aspirational teaching 
that encourages all students to 
aim high, and an extensive study 
programme with the space 
and resources to complete 
supervised and independent 
study. This, paired with support 
both from peers and our staff, 
then allows students to thrive at 
Attleborough Sixth Form.  

Always on hand, our team are knowledgeable 
and experienced in supporting students in pursuing 

a range of destinations.

It is a place full of 
opportunities and where 
creativity is welcomed 
and encouraged. The 
motivational environment 
had a really positive 
impact on my studies.
Lilah Suazo, former Attleborough 
student, now in her final year 
studying Business Management 
at the University of Essex.

Our students 
are proud and 
reponsible, taking 
time to give back 
to the Sixth Form 
by presenting at 
recruitment events. 
Pictured are our 
Sixth Form Presidents 
from at OBHS Futures 
evening.

Students have 
access to a 
growing facility 
for independent 
and supervised 
study. We are 
moving into our 
new facilities 
during the 2021-
22 academic 
year which 
will grow them 
further.

<< << <<

We’re a close knit 
community and 
we take time to 
celebrate as one. 
Pictured is the 
annual Sixth Form 
Christmas meal. 
Both year groups 
attend and it’s 
a great way to 
round off the 
Autumn term.

Creativity is 
welcomed in 
our Sixth Form, 
and many of our 
students study 
at least one of 
the creative 
subjects. Product 
Design, Drama, 
Art, Photography, 
and Music, 
produce 
incredible work 
every year.

“

“
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OUR INFORMATION, 
ADVICE AND 
GUIDANCE (IAG)
PROGRAMME

students to encourage being 
responsible as they take their first 
step behind the wheel.

Futures
Throughout the year, presenters 
from a wide spectrum of 
industries and roles will speak in 
our assemblies. In the last year, 
representatives from industrial  
and aerospace engineering, 
healthcare, construction and 
design, actuarial science, agri-
science, police and criminology, 
and more have given 
presentations to our students.

During their daily tutor sessions, 
and their fortnightly tutorial 
session, seminars are run by staff 
and external speakers on higher 
education and apprenticeships.  
These sessions are built upon 
and brought together at the 
end of Year 12 during IAG 
Week. Pictured to the right, this 
week includes introductions to 
higher education at (at least) 
two different universities, an 
enrichment day in London 
visiting a university and some 
of the museums, seminars with 
visiting speakers back at the 
Academy, and is rounded off 
with a BBQ to end the week.

IAG is not just another acronym. 
It is the theme that links together 
a network of activities and 
experiences that students will 
have with us from day one. From 
visiting speakers, to activity days, 
to trips out, IAG encompasses 
all of the pastoral and careers 
education that students receive 
during their time here. 

Our activities fall into three 
streams; personal, social, and 
futures. 

Personal
Providing students with health, 
relationships, well-being, and 
personal finance advice, is 
increasingly important. It takes 
place throughout the two years. 
Excellent external speakers from 
experts from Teenage Cancer 
Trust, the Anthony Nolan Trust, 
NHS Blood and Transplant 
service, The Terrence Higgins 
Trust, The Matthew Project, and 
many more contribute to a 
comprehensive programme of 
speakers and events.

Social
We talk a lot about community, 
and ensuring that our young 
people understand their place 
and their responsibilities is really 
important to us. Encouraging 
social responsibility with our 
volunteering programme, is just 
the start. All of our students have 
the opportunity to take part in 
the National Citizen Service, for 
free. 

As young people turning 17, we 
know that they will be starting to 
think about learning to drive. We 
have built a strong relationship 
with the Norfolk Police, Fire 
and Ambulance services who 
deliver two presentations to our 

A-Levels don’t automatically mean university. They mean 
open doors to many different routes into the workplace. 
Our IAG programme is designed to broaden your mind.

The group in Covent Garden  during 
IAG Week enjoying the sunshine 

having had a break for lunch.

Careers advice
Supplementing our tutor team 
and the range of fantastic 
external speakers, students also 
have access to our own careers 
advisor. Based in the Sixth Form, 
she is available for 1:1 careers 
advice, interview preparation, 
and to support the application 
writing process.

Tutor System
Our students are divided into 
tutor groups. They are arranged 
‘horizontally’ meaning that 
Year 12 and 13 students are in 
separate forms to enable tutors 
to deliver tailored advice and 
run year group specific activities. 
The tutor also performs the role 
of first point of contact for many 
of the IAG discussions that will 
take place during their time at 
Attleborough Sixth Form.

Our IAG provision has been 
designed from the ground up, 
and is improved year-on-year. 
Critically though, it is responsive. 
We encourage students to let us 
know what they are interested 
in, and if there’s something we 
haven’t catered for previously, 
then we will work to find the 
expert to make the connection.

IAG Week in 
June is one of 
the memories 
that students 
talk about all the 
way to the end 
of their time with 
us.

It’s not just 
the students 
that we are 
here to help

Students 
from Year 12 
visiting London 
Metropolitan 
University and 
the University 
of East Anglia 
during IAG 
week.

We recognise the challenges in 
supporting 18 year olds through 
the difficult process of choosing 
their next steps. So, to make 
it easier for you as parents, 
we run a number of evening 
events to support you at key 
times over the two years.

Year 12:
Autumn Term - Settling in 
evening

Spring Term - Academic 
Progress evening

Summer Term - Futures and 
introduction to UCAS

Year 13:
Autumn Term - Academic 
Progress evening

Spring Term - Introduction to 
Student Finance

Summer Term: Springboard into 
Futures event

Parental Support
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COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

We want our students to be outward looking, 
positive, community-minded citizens, who get 
involved.

In Year 12, our students spend 
one hour per week involved 
in a volunteering programme. 
Working with the Lighthouse 
Charity, we have formed 
relationships with many local 
community organisations. Our 
students have been part of 
incredible projects, particularly 
during the lockdown when 
many of them wrote to residents 
of local care homes.

How you get to Sixth Form is an 
important thing to consider. 
There are a range of ways to 
get to us, and several options 
for financial support. Get in 
touch with us if you have any 
questions.

Details of school transport options will be 
shared during Induction week in July with 
the updated pricing for 2021.

PLEASE NOTE

If you know of organisations that 
would benefit from being involved 

with our volunteering programme, get 
in touch with us by emailing 

sixthform@attleboroughacademy.org 

Get involved!

We have also been fortunate 
enough to be invited to be 
part of the Attleborough 
Neighbourhood Planning 
Committee. One of our Student 
Union representatives will sit on 
that committee, representing 
the views of Attleborough 
students in our local politics.

2020 will see 
the creation 
of our new 
Students’ Union. 
With students 
from both year 
groups able to 
get involved 
in the issues 
important to 
them.

These are some of the many ways you can travel to Sixth 
Form. We encourage students to cycle or walk wherever 
possible. Since parking charges have been introduced in 
Queens Square Car Park, we have added space on site for 
students to park once they have learned to drive.

Students supporting the IT Project 
run by The Lighthouse Charity in 
Attleborough, teaching the older 
generations how to make the most 
of their technology.

The Academy day starts at 
08:40, with all of our minibuses 
arriving in time for this. There 
are two return journeys - at 
15:20 and 16:20.
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SUPPO
RT

STUDENT SUPPORT 
& 16-19 BURSARY

We are a small Sixth Form, which means 
that all of the team get to know our 
students. From the Head of Sixth Form 
to our tutors - there is always support 
available.

Particularly at the 
moment, life in schools is 
challenging. Teachers are 
moving around more, and 
students (once they reach 
Sixth Form) are moving just 
as much. This makes the 
transition from main school 
to Sixth Form more difficult, 
because it can feel like 
there’s no single point 
where you can go when 
you need help. We are very 
fortunate our Sixth Form 
is built around a central 
study area, where the Sixth 
Form Manager, Mr Nevard, 
can be found. Whatever 
the issue, from the Sixth 
Form block we are able to 
ensure that students get 
the help they need, when 
they need it. The COVID 
pandemic has made this 
more challenging, but 
we’re working hard on 
improving what we provide 
to students in spite of the 
additional hurdles it has 
placed in our way.

When students move from 
Year 11 into Year 12, some 
sources of support change. 
For those students who are 
currently classed as ‘Pupil 
Premium’(PP) - this source 
of additional financial 

support ends once they 
leave Year 11. It is replaced 
by something called the 
16-19 Bursary. Whereas, 
students receiving Free 
School Meals (FSM), 
continue to receive them 
in the same way - a set 
amount is credited to your 
WisePay account (the 
cashless catering system) 
each day.

16-19 Bursary
If you come from a low-
income household, usually 
indicated by being eligible 
for a free school meal, 
then you will most likely be 
eligible for this benefit.

It is applied for by the 
student, in their name, and 
the student gets to decide 
how it is used. Some 
students use it to pay for 
their school transport (as 
Norfolk County Council stop 
funding school transport at 
16), others use it to buy a 
laptop or other resources 
to support their education, 
some use it to pay for trips 
and visits. In July, Mr Cole 
will send details to all of 
our applicants of how 
to determine if you are 
eligible and how to apply 
for the bursary.

There is a separate bursary 
for students who are 
classed as ‘in-care’ or as 
‘care leavers’ - if this applies 
to you, please make sure 
to complete that section 
of the application form so 
we can ensure you get the 
financial support you are 
entitled to.

We’re about 
finding solutions 
to problems - we 
recognise that 
not all of them 
can be fixed, but 
it won’t stop us 
trying.

In supervised study sessions, 
students have access to each 
others’ support as well as the help 
of Mr Nevard, Mrs Foster (careers) 
and Mrs Marr (specialist English 
support).

All students have access to Marianne Foster, 
our careers advisor - who can also support 
students who need advice while looking for 
part-time work.

All students have 
access to IT facilities 
in the Sixth Form 
block, all day. They 
can arrive from 07:30 
in the morning and 
are able to stay on 
site until 17:30 to 
use equipment that 
they may not have 
access to at home.

Supporting Remote Learning

During the lockdown, we took huge 
strides forward in our ability to support 
students learning remotely. Our Year 
12 students took part in over 2,000 
hours of lessons via Microsoft Teams.

This term, we’ve live streamed lessons 
to students who are self-isolating, and 
are still finding new and innovative 
ways of ensuring our students’ 
education continues uninterrupted.
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COURSE STRUCTURE 
AND ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

C
O

URSE STRUC
TURE

All courses and entry 
requirements are 
subject to change, 
based on changes 
at a government or 
exam-board level, 
and on staffing 
availability and 
demand. After 
applying, should 
there be any 
changes you will be 
kept informed.

NOTE

Most students studying with us will complete three 
A-Levels (or equivalent) plus an Extended Project 
Qualification.

Course Weight Entry Requirements
Art & Design
A-Level or BTEC 1 Art 5  |  English Language 4

Applied Law
BTEC 1 English Language 5

Biology
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 7-6 or Biology 7 and one other Science 6  

Maths 5  |  English Language 5
Business
A-Level 1 Maths 5  |  English Language 5

GCSE Business is not required - 5 if studied
Chemistry
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 7-6 or Chemistry 7 and one other Science 6  

Maths 5  |  English Language 5
Computer Science
A-Level 1 GCSE Computing or Computer Science 4  |  Maths 4

Drama & Theatre Studies
A-Level or BTEC 1 English Literature or Language 4  |  Drama 4

Drama GCSE is not essential - experience of performance is essential
English Language & Literature
A-Level 1 English Language 5  |  English Literature 5

English Literature
A-Level 1 English Language 5  |  English Literature 5

Forensic Investigation
BTEC 1.5 Double Award Science 5-4 or 5-4-4 in separate sciences

Maths 4  |  English Language 4
French 
A-Level 1 French 6  |  English Language 5

Further Mathematics
AS-Level 0.5 Maths 8

Geography
A-Level 1 Geography 5

Maths 5  |  English Language 5
German 
A-Level 1 German 6  |  English Language 5

Health & Social Care
Cam Tech. Ext. Cert. or Diploma 1 or 2 Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4

Maths 4  |  English Language 4
History
A-Level 1 History 5

GCSE History is not essential - English 5 if not studied
Information Technology
Cambridge Tech. Ext. Cert. 1 Level 2 IT Qualification Pass / 4

English Language 4
Mathematics
A-Level 1 Maths 6 (This should be in the upper 1/3 of the grade boundary)

Media Studies
A-Level 1 English Language 4  |  English Literature 4

Music
RSL Subsidiary Diploma 1.5 BTEC First Award in Music Pass or GCSE Music 4

If not studied at GCSE - Graded exams in performance will be considered
Photography
A-Level or BTEC 1 Art 5  |  English Language 4

Students must have their own appropriate digital SLR camera
Physics
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 6-6 or Physics 6 and one other Science 6  

Maths 6  |  English 5
Politics
A-Level 1 English Language 6

Product Design
A-Level 1 Design and Technology (or equivalent) 5

Psychology
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4

Maths 4  |  English Language 5
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
A-Level 1 English Language 6 or English Literature 6

Sociology
A-Level 1 English Language 5 or English Literature 5

Sport
Cam Tech. Ext. Cert. or Diploma 1 or 2 Level 2 Sport Qualification Merit or GCSE PE 4

Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4  |  Maths 4  |  English Language 4

Supplementary Course (students select one)
Core Maths
AS-Level Equivalent 0.5 Maths 4

Extended Project
AS-Level Equivalent 0.5 English Language 4

Access route / GCSE Resit Route
A2A
Level 2 Access Course Full time Acceptance based on application and reference

Our new Course Catalogue will be published on Monday 2 November

We offer a wide range of A 
Level and vocational courses 
at Attleborough Academy. 
In addition to these, we also 
offer bespoke level 2 GCSE 
resit pathways through our 
A2A programme of study. This 
programme includes learning 
opportunities linked to business 
and local industry.

Our links within the Sapientia 
Education Trust increase our 
ability to offer wide ranging 
opportunities for all students, 
whether they wish to pursue 
a traditionally academic, a 
technical, or a vocational route.

Understanding A-Level, BTEC 
and CamTech courses
In Year 11 students study 
Level 2 qualifications; these 
might be GCSEs, Level 
1/2 BTEC qualifications, or 
Cambridge Nationals. In Sixth 
Form, students who meet the 
entry requirements will move 
up to Level 3 qualifications; 
these include A-Levels, Level 
3 BTEC, and Cambridge 
Technical qualifications. Level 
3 qualifications give students 
access to degree level study 
(either at university or through 
a degree apprenticeship). 
Students will study the 
equivalent of 3 or 4 A-Levels, 
and on the table opposite you 
will find information about the 
weighting of each course.

Designing a course
All of our students completing 
level 3 courses will undertake 
qualifications with a combined 
weight of at least 3.5 (see table 
opposite). For most students, this 
will mean three A-Levels (or their 
equivalents) plus an Extended 
Project.

General Entry Requirements
Entry to the Sixth Form 
is dependent on GCSE 
performance. Students 
must meet the entry 
requirements for each 
subject they wish to study, 
and, by adding together 
the grades from their best 
seven GCSE results, they 
must achieve a total of 28 
or more.

A-Levels are referred to as 
Level 3 courses, whereas GCSEs 
are Level 2.

Performance in your GCSEs will 
determine what courses you 
can choose at Level 3.

Large Courses
Some students opt to take 
more than three A-Level 
equivalent courses. This is 
extremely challenging, and 
in order to do so, their best 
seven score must exceed 
35 (the equivalent of seven 
grade-5s).

Undecided?
Don’t worry. Talk to us 
about what to apply for, 
and how many subjects to 
include in your application. 
We understand sometimes 
people change their 
minds, so we are flexible 
and can help you change 
your options should you 
need to.
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Our application form can be 
downloaded from our website 
(above) by hovering over ‘Sixth Form’ 
and choosing ‘Apply’


