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Our prospectus has 
been designed to 
provide you with a 
general overview. 
Remember, that if you 
have any question, you 
can get in touch with 
us!                     

@AASixthForm on 
Twitter and Instagram.

Curriculum trips and 
overseas visits like 
the Ski Trip to Italy, 
add a wide range 
of opportunities for 
students in our Sixth 
Form.

As a small Sixth Form, CARE is 
the core around which all of our 
actions are built. With around sixty 
to eighty students in each year 
group, students are never far from 
someone who can give them the 
support they need.

DOWNLOAD OUR 
APPLICATION FORM
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I am very proud to lead the Sixth Form team at Attleborough Academy, 
we are committed to our students and to continuously improving. 
While recent years have brought challenges, the lockdown and 
Coronavirus outbreak were a very difficult time, we pride ourselves on 
being able to provide support and guidance for our students even in 
those, most difficult of circumstances. 

We have a number of key aims as a team;
• To contribute to the personal, social and academic development 
 of  each student.
• To provide students with a learning environment that is supportive, 
 stimulating and challenging.
• To encourage and assist students to develop an increasing sense 
 of responsibility for their own learning.
• To provide students with excellent information, advice, guidance 
 and support for their individual progression needs.

The ethos and atmosphere of the Sixth Form is different from other 
areas of the Academy. Students enjoy a greater degree of freedom 
and independence, but also take on a greater degree of personal 
responsibility and maturity.

With new facilities being worked on for the 2021-22 academic year, it 
is a really exciting time to join our Sixth Form. We are on hand to help 
with any queries you have during the remainder of your time in Year 
11, get in touch if you have any questions, and we look forward to 
welcoming you in September 2021!

Andy Cole
Head of Sixth Form

David Nevard
Sixth Form 
Manager

Excellent relationships between students 
and staff are at the heart of the Academy 
and are often commented on by our 
visitors. We are a hard-working and caring 
community of people with high standards, 
high expectations and strong core values:

• Commitment
• Acknowledgement
• Respect
• Excellence

CARE has a genuine meaning within our 
community, as we want the Academy to be 
a place where these values are seen in all
aspects of our work together. 

Our greatest assets are our students. A 
team of Sixth Form Presidents oversee our 
newly created Students’ Union, and take 
a prominent role in the leadership of the 
Academy. They do this by providing good 
examples of behaviour and learning to our 
younger students, and by engaging with 
them and the community outside our gates 
in a mature and responsible way.

Attleborough Academy is an 
inclusive, friendly and effective 
learning community with high 
aspirations and a reputation for 
innovation.

WELCOME 
FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL

MEET THE SIXTH 
FORM TEAM

Neil McShane
Executive Principal, 
Attleborough Academy

Our Sixth Form team have been working 
together for a number of years and have 
received county-wide recognition for their 
support for our students.

Pictured here on Year 13 
Leavers’ day, Mr McShane has 
been Principal of Attleborough 
Academy since 2010, and 
served as Executive Principal 
of Norfolk Academies from 
2018 until we joined Sapientia 
Education Trust in June, 2020.

WELCOME TO 
ATTLEBOROUGH 
ACADEMY

Each year on Year 
13 Leavers’ Day the 
students dress up - 
this year group went 
all out! Bill & Ben 
were a particular 
highlight...

To be the best we 
can be.

To have 
aspirational, happy 
and successful 
students.

To have 
inspirational, happy 
and successful 
staff.

Our Vision

•

•

•

Our core purpose is to achieve the best 
learner outcomes. For a student to be 
‘successful’ though, we believe it is far more 
than just attaining results. Whilst we recognise 
the great importance of qualifications, we 
are not just a ‘results factory’. We take our 
roles as educators very seriously and so it 
is our aim to assist parents and carers to 
educate the ‘whole child.’ We want them 
to become a well-rounded member of 
the community. We know that when they 
leave us, they need to be able to compete 
in a globally competitive and challenging 
world, but they should also have become 
an admirable person and a conscientious 
citizen. 

Having recently joined Sapientia Education 
Trust, in June of 2020, we are part of a 
network of schools who put the children at 
the centre of all that we do. With strong links 
to Wymondham College, our Sixth Form is 
able to offer a broad curriculum to suit our 
students and to support the needs of our 
community.

We look forward to welcoming you to our 
family.
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OUR SIXTH FORM

Attleborough Sixth Form is 
a place where you can be 
yourself and follow the path that 
is right for you. Our personalised 
programme of studies and 
tailored opportunities are 
shaped around what our 
students want and need. We 
are accepting of differences 
and have a great sense of pride 
and trust in our students. 

Our Student Union allows 
the opportunity to have a 
positive impact on the Sixth 
Form community, and act as 
role models across the wider 
Academy. Our electronic 
lanyard and sign-in system 
allows you to be treated as 
an adult, responsible for your 
own learning. At the same 
time, our personalised tutor 
system ensures that you have 
a daily point of contact, so that 
any issues can be promptly 
addressed and to provide you 
with any advice and support 
that is needed. 

Not your average Sixth Form... students, staff, 
and parents alike comment on the positive 
atmosphere at our Sixth Form. We’re different 
to other places, find out why.

Within our Sixth Form Team, we 
have a dedicated Pastoral 
Tutor, a Sixth Form Academic 
Mentor, and a Careers Advisor 
so that you are supported in all 
aspects of Sixth Form life. We 
can help you to find out how 
you work best, what you are 
interested in, what you might 
want to do in the future, and 
how to get there
 
The mantra of our Sixth Form is 
“Study. Support. Succeed.” We 
provide aspirational teaching 
that encourages all students to 
aim high, and an extensive study 
programme with the space 
and resources to complete 
supervised and independent 
study. This, paired with support 
both from peers and our staff, 
then allows students to thrive at 
Attleborough Sixth Form.  

Always on hand, our team are knowledgeable 
and experienced in supporting students in pursuing 

a range of destinations.

It is a place full of 
opportunities and where 
creativity is welcomed 
and encouraged. The 
motivational environment 
had a really positive 
impact on my studies.
Lilah Suazo, former Attleborough 
student, now in her final year 
studying Business Management 
at the University of Essex.

Our students 
are proud and 
responsible, taking 
time to give back 
to the Sixth Form 
by presenting at 
recruitment events. 
Pictured are our 
Sixth Form Presidents 
from at OBHS Futures 
evening.

Students have 
access to a 
growing facility 
for independent 
and supervised 
study. We are 
moving into our 
new facilities 
during the 2021-
22 academic 
year which 
will grow them 
further.

<< << <<

We’re a close knit 
community and 
we take time to 
celebrate as one. 
Pictured is the 
annual Sixth Form 
Christmas meal. 
Both year groups 
attend and it’s 
a great way to 
round off the 
Autumn term.

Creativity is 
welcomed in 
our Sixth Form, 
and many of our 
students study 
at least one of 
the creative 
subjects. Product 
Design, Drama, 
Art, Photography, 
and Music, 
produce 
incredible work 
every year.

“

“
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OUR INFORMATION, 
ADVICE AND 
GUIDANCE (IAG)
PROGRAMME

students to encourage being 
responsible as they take their first 
step behind the wheel.

Futures
Throughout the year, presenters 
from a wide spectrum of 
industries and roles will speak in 
our assemblies. In the last year, 
representatives from industrial  
and aerospace engineering, 
healthcare, construction and 
design, actuarial science, agri-
science, police and criminology, 
and more have given 
presentations to our students.

During their daily tutor sessions, 
and their fortnightly tutorial 
session, seminars are run by staff 
and external speakers on higher 
education and apprenticeships.  
These sessions are built upon 
and brought together at the 
end of Year 12 during IAG 
Week. Pictured to the right, this 
week includes introductions to 
higher education at (at least) 
two different universities, an 
enrichment day in London 
visiting a university and some 
of the museums, seminars with 
visiting speakers back at the 
Academy, and is rounded off 
with a BBQ to end the week.

IAG is not just another acronym. 
It is the theme that links together 
a network of activities and 
experiences that students will 
have with us from day one. From 
visiting speakers, to activity days, 
to trips out, IAG encompasses 
all of the pastoral and careers 
education that students receive 
during their time here. 

Our activities fall into three 
streams; personal, social, and 
futures. 

Personal
Providing students with health, 
relationships, well-being, and 
personal finance advice, is 
increasingly important. It takes 
place throughout the two years. 
Excellent external speakers from 
experts from Teenage Cancer 
Trust, the Anthony Nolan Trust, 
NHS Blood and Transplant 
service, The Terrence Higgins 
Trust, The Matthew Project, and 
many more contribute to a 
comprehensive programme of 
speakers and events.

Social
We talk a lot about community, 
and ensuring that our young 
people understand their place 
and their responsibilities is really 
important to us. Encouraging 
social responsibility with our 
volunteering programme, is just 
the start. All of our students have 
the opportunity to take part in 
the National Citizen Service, for 
free. 

As young people turning 17, we 
know that they will be starting to 
think about learning to drive. We 
have built a strong relationship 
with the Norfolk Police, Fire 
and Ambulance services who 
deliver two presentations to our 

A-Levels don’t automatically mean university. They mean 
open doors to many different routes into the workplace. 
Our IAG programme is designed to broaden your mind.

The group in Covent Garden  during 
IAG Week enjoying the sunshine 

having had a break for lunch.

Careers advice
Supplementing our tutor team 
and the range of fantastic 
external speakers, students also 
have access to our own careers 
advisor. Based in the Sixth Form, 
she is available for 1:1 careers 
advice, interview preparation, 
and to support the application 
writing process.

Tutor System
Our students are divided into 
tutor groups. They are arranged 
‘horizontally’ meaning that 
Year 12 and 13 students are in 
separate forms to enable tutors 
to deliver tailored advice and 
run year group specific activities. 
The tutor also performs the role 
of first point of contact for many 
of the IAG discussions that will 
take place during their time at 
Attleborough Sixth Form.

Our IAG provision has been 
designed from the ground up, 
and is improved year-on-year. 
Critically though, it is responsive. 
We encourage students to let us 
know what they are interested 
in, and if there’s something we 
haven’t catered for previously, 
then we will work to find the 
expert to make the connection.

IAG Week in 
June is one of 
the memories 
that students 
talk about all the 
way to the end 
of their time with 
us.

It’s not just 
the students 
that we are 
here to help

Students 
from Year 12 
visiting London 
Metropolitan 
University and 
the University 
of East Anglia 
during IAG 
week.

We recognise the challenges in 
supporting 18 year-olds through 
the difficult process of choosing 
their next steps. So, to make 
it easier for you as parents, 
we run a number of evening 
events to support you at key 
times over the two years.

Year 12:
Autumn Term - Settling in 
evening

Spring Term - Academic 
Progress evening

Summer Term - Futures and 
introduction to UCAS

Year 13:
Autumn Term - Academic 
Progress evening

Spring Term - Introduction to 
Student Finance

Summer Term: Springboard into 
Futures event

Parental Support
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How you get to Sixth Form is an 
important thing to consider. 
There are a range of ways to 
get to us, and several options 
for financial support. Get in 
touch with us if you have any 
questions.

Details of school transport options will be 
shared during Induction week in July with 
the updated pricing for 2021.

PLEASE NOTE
These are some of the many ways you can travel to Sixth 
Form. We encourage students to cycle or walk wherever 
possible. Since parking charges have been introduced in 
Queens Square Car Park, we have added space on site for 
students to park once they have learned to drive.

The Academy day starts at 
08:40, with all of our minibuses 
arriving in time for this. There 
are two return journeys - at 
15:20 and 16:20.

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

We want our students to be outward looking, 
positive, community-minded citizens, who get 
involved.

In Year 12, our students spend 
one hour per week involved 
in a volunteering programme. 
Working with the Lighthouse 
Charity, we have formed 
relationships with many local 
community organisations. Our 
students have been part of 
incredible projects, particularly 
during the lockdown when 
many of them wrote to residents 
of local care homes.

If you know of organisations that 
would benefit from being involved 

with our volunteering programme, get 
in touch with us by emailing 

sixthform@attleboroughacademy.org 

Get involved!

We have also been fortunate 
enough to be invited to be 
part of the Attleborough 
Neighbourhood Planning 
Committee. One of our Student 
Union representatives will sit on 
that committee, representing 
the views of Attleborough 
students in our local politics.

2020 will see 
the creation 
of our new 
Students’ Union. 
With students 
from both year 
groups able to 
get involved 
in the issues 
important to 
them.

Students supporting the IT Project 
run by The Lighthouse Charity in 
Attleborough, teaching the older 
generations how to make the most 
of their technology.
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SUPPO
RT

STUDENT SUPPORT 
& 16-19 BURSARY

We are a small Sixth Form, which means 
that all of the team get to know our 
students. From the Head of Sixth Form 
to our tutors - there is always support 
available.

Particularly at the 
moment, life in schools is 
challenging. Teachers are 
moving around more, and 
students (once they reach 
Sixth Form) are moving just 
as much. This makes the 
transition from main school 
to Sixth Form more difficult, 
because it can feel like 
there’s no single point 
where you can go when 
you need help. We are very 
fortunate our Sixth Form 
is built around a central 
study area, where the Sixth 
Form Manager, Mr Nevard, 
can be found. Whatever 
the issue, from the Sixth 
Form block we are able to 
ensure that students get 
the help they need, when 
they need it. The COVID 
pandemic has made this 
more challenging, but 
we’re working hard on 
improving what we provide 
to students in spite of the 
additional hurdles it has 
placed in our way.

When students move from 
Year 11 into Year 12, some 
sources of support change. 
For those students who are 
currently classed as ‘Pupil 
Premium’(PP) - this source 
of additional financial 

Supporting Remote Learning

During the lockdown, we took huge 
strides forward in our ability to support 
students learning remotely. Our Year 
12 students took part in over 2,000 
hours of lessons via Microsoft Teams.

This term, we’ve live streamed lessons 
to students who are self-isolating, and 
are still finding new and innovative 
ways of ensuring our students’ 
education continues uninterrupted.

support ends once they 
leave Year 11. It is replaced 
by something called the 
16-19 Bursary. Whereas, 
students receiving Free 
School Meals (FSM), 
continue to receive them 
in the same way - a set 
amount is credited to your 
WisePay account (the 
cashless catering system) 
each day.

16-19 Bursary
If you come from a low-
income household, usually 
indicated by being eligible 
for a free school meal, 
then you will most likely be 
eligible for this benefit.

It is applied for by the 
student, in their name, and 
the student gets to decide 
how it is used. Some 
students use it to pay for 
their school transport (as 
Norfolk County Council stop 
funding school transport at 
16), others use it to buy a 
laptop or other resources 
to support their education, 
some use it to pay for trips 
and visits. In July, Mr Cole 
will send details to all of 
our applicants of how 
to determine if you are 
eligible and how to apply 
for the bursary.

There is a separate bursary 
for students who are 
classed as ‘in-care’ or as 
‘care leavers’ - if this applies 
to you, please make sure 
to complete that section 
of the application form so 
we can ensure you get the 
financial support you are 
entitled to.

We’re about 
finding solutions 
to problems - we 
recognise that 
not all of them 
can be fixed, but 
it won’t stop us 
trying.

In supervised study sessions, 
students have access to each 
others’ support as well as the help 
of Mr Nevard, Mrs Foster (careers) 
and Mrs Marr (specialist English 
support).

All students have access to Marianne Foster, 
our careers advisor - who can also support 
students who need advice while looking for 
part-time work.

All students have 
access to IT facilities 
in the Sixth Form 
block, all day. They 
can arrive from 07:30 
in the morning and 
are able to stay on 
site until 17:30 to 
use equipment that 
they may not have 
access to at home.
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COURSE STRUCTURE 
AND ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

C
O

URSE STRUC
TURE

We offer a wide range of A 
Level and vocational courses 
at Attleborough Academy. 
In addition to these, we also 
offer bespoke level 2 GCSE 
resit pathways through our 
A2A programme of study. This 
programme includes learning 
opportunities linked to business 
and local industry.

Our links within the Sapientia 
Education Trust increase our 
ability to offer wide ranging 
opportunities for all students, 
whether they wish to pursue 
a traditionally academic, a 
technical, or a vocational route.

Understanding A-Level, BTEC 
and CamTech courses
In Year 11 students study 
Level 2 qualifications; these 
might be GCSEs, Level 
1/2 BTEC qualifications, or 
Cambridge Nationals. In Sixth 
Form, students who meet the 
entry requirements will move 
up to Level 3 qualifications; 
these include A-Levels, Level 
3 BTEC, and Cambridge 
Technical qualifications. Level 
3 qualifications give students 
access to degree level study 
(either at university or through 
a degree apprenticeship). 
Students will study the 
equivalent of 3 or 4 A-Levels, 
and on the table opposite you 
will find information about the 
weighting of each course.

Designing a course
All of our students completing 
level 3 courses will undertake 
qualifications with a combined 
weight of at least 3.5 (see table 
opposite). For most students, this 
will mean three A-Levels (or their 
equivalents) plus an Extended 
Project.

General Entry Requirements
Entry to the Sixth Form 
is dependent on GCSE 
performance. Students 
must meet the entry 
requirements for each 
subject they wish to study, 
and, by adding together 
the grades from their best 
seven GCSE results, they 
must achieve a total of 28 
or more.

All courses and entry 
requirements are 
subject to change, 
based on changes 
at a government or 
exam-board level, 
and on staffing 
availability and 
demand. After 
applying, should 
there be any 
changes you will be 
kept informed.

NOTE

Most students studying with us will complete three 
A-Levels (or equivalent) plus an Extended Project
Qualification.

A-Levels are referred to as
Level 3 courses, whereas GCSEs
are Level 2.

Performance in your GCSEs will 
determine what courses you 
can choose at Level 3.

Large Courses
Some students opt to take 
more than three A-Level 
equivalent courses. This is 
extremely challenging, and 
in order to do so, their best 
seven score must exceed 
35 (the equivalent of seven 
grade-5s).

Undecided?
Don’t worry. Talk to us 
about what to apply for, 
and how many subjects to 
include in your application. 
We understand sometimes 
people change their 
minds, so we are flexible 
and can help you change 
your options should you 
need to.

Course (page numbers are links) Weight Entry Requirements - English Language 4 unless otherwise stated

16 Art & Design
A-Level or BTEC 1 Art 5 

18 Biology
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 7-6 or Biology 7 and one other Science 6  

Maths 5  |  English Language 5

20 Business
A-Level 1 Maths 5  |  English Language 5

GCSE Business is not required - 5 if studied

22 Chemistry
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 7-6 or Chemistry 7 and one other Science 6  

Maths 5  |  English Language 5

24 Computer Science
A-Level 1 GCSE Computing or Computer Science 4  |  Maths 4

26 Drama & Theatre Studies
A-Level or BTEC 1 English Literature or Language 4  |  Drama 4

Drama GCSE is not essential - experience of performance is essential

28 English Language & Literature
A-Level 1 English Language 5  |  English Literature 5

30 English Literature
A-Level 1 English Language 5  |  English Literature 5

32 Forensic Investigation
BTEC 1.5 Double Award Science 5-4 or 5-4-4 in separate sciences

Maths 4  |  English Language 4

34 Further Mathematics
AS-Level 0.5 Maths 8

36 Geography
A-Level 1 Geography 5

Maths 5  |  English Language 5

38 German 
A-Level 1 German 6  |  English Language 5

40 Health & Social Care
Cam Tech. Ext. Cert. or Diploma 1 or 2 Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4 

Maths 4  

42 History
A-Level 1 History 5

GCSE History is not essential - English 5 if not studied

44 Information Technology
Cambridge Tech. Ext. Cert. 1 Level 2 IT Qualification Pass / 4 

46 Mathematics
A-Level 1 Maths 6 (This should be in the upper 1/3 of the grade boundary)

48 Media Studies
A-Level 1 English Language 4  |  English Literature 4

50 Music
RSL Subsidiary Diploma 1.5 BTEC First Award in Music Pass or GCSE Music 4

If not studied at GCSE - Graded exams in performance will be considered

52 Photography
BTEC 1 Art 5 

Students must have their own appropriate digital SLR camera

54 Physics
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 6-6 or Physics 6 and one other Science 6  

Maths 6  |  English 5

56 Politics
A-Level 1 English Language 6

58 Product Design
A-Level 1 Design and Technology (or equivalent) 5

60 Psychology
A-Level 1 Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4

Maths 4  |  English Language 5

62 Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
A-Level 1 English Language 6 or English Literature 6

64 Sociology
A-Level 1 English Language 5 or English Literature 5

66 Sport
Cam Tech. Ext. Cert. or Diploma 1 or 2 Level 2 Sport Qualification Merit or GCSE PE 4

Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4  |  Maths 4  |  English Language 4

Supplementary Course (students select one)

68 Core Maths
AS-Level Equivalent 0.5 Maths 5

69 Extended Project
AS-Level Equivalent 0.5 English Language 4

Access route / GCSE Resit Route

70 A2A
Level 2 Access Course Full time Acceptance based on application and reference

Course Catalogue
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After the exams have finished in 
May, all student work is displayed. 

The examiner and moderator will 
grade the work first, then students 
and staff can explore the gallery. 
From May 2021 we will be exhibiting 
student work in an online gallery.

A
RT & DESIG

N

The Art course at A Level provides 
you with the opportunity to learn and 
develop a range of skills in relation 
to drawing, painting, sculpture and 
mixed media. This is taught initially 
through a six week induction period 
at the beginning of the 1st year, and 
then through personal responses 
to a unit theme and externally set 
assignment provided by the exam 
board.

Producing a highly individual body 
of work for both units, you are going 
to follow the art process from initial 
research and starting points, through 
development and experimentation 
towards a final response in the 
form of a finished piece. Alongside 
your development work, you are of 
course going to gain inspiration for 
your own creative ideas and themes 
by researching a range of relevant 
artists and visiting galleries.

This Art course provides you with 
the opportunity to express yourself 
imaginatively and creatively 
using a range of media. It is a 
demanding course with the need 
to work independently outside of 

ART IS THE OXYGEN 
THAT MAKES ALL OTHER 
SUBJECTS BREATHE

Art is important. We tend to think of it as a luxury, but it gives 
people deep pleasure because beauty is the personification 
of hope that something grander is at work.

Your ability to respond to 
another artists’ work is tested 
in a written piece alongside 
your portfolio of work.

Students are encouraged 
to pursue artistic out-
comes that play to their 
strengths, but that also 
challenge them to explore 
approaches outside their 
comfort zone.

Art can entertain, 
educate, provoke 
thought, and illicit 
diverse emotions.

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: Edexcel A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 15-Hour practical exam plus supporting coursework

Entry Requirements:   Art 5  |  English Language 4
Other creative subjects studied at GCSE will be considered, as will 
individual portfolios for students who haven’t taken the GCSE

Standard Course Structure: 

Year 1
• Introduction
• Preparatory studies
• Creating an extensive 

portfolio of a sustained 
project of choice.

Year 2
• Continuation of the 

sustained project
• Writing of a dissertation-style 

essay
• Externally set assignment

taught lessons. The journey and 
final outcomes are going to be very 
enjoyable and rewarding. 

Art is more than just the practical 
elements, however. Art transcends 
boundaries and speaks to people. 
In this A-level you will come to 
understand how art is used to 
communicate with individuals, 
groups and populations. The 
language of art is fundamental 
to this understanding, and your 
analytical skills will be put to the test.

For more information about the 
course, email the course leader, Mrs 
Marsh.

smarsh@attleboroughacademy.org

Learning through 
and about the 
arts enriches the 
experience of 
studying while at 
school as well as 
preparing you for the 
future. It encourages 
self-expression, 
creativity, and can 
build confidence and 
a sense of identity. Gil Dellinger, Painter

Click to go back to subject index

Arts education can help with developing skills and ways of working 
that will benefit you in the future in whatever career you choose. 
The leading people in any field are those who can think creatively 
and innovatively. These are skills that employers value alongside 
qualifications. Studying the arts also teaches determination and 
resilience – qualities useful to any career. 

Tate Modern 
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As with any Science A-Level, 
there is a practical component. 
Students complete their own 
practical experiments which are 
assessed as part of the course.

As part of the visits 
to the Research 
Park and to UEA, 
students are able 
to get hands-on 
with the equipment 
used in professional 
laboratories. 

As part of the gene 
expression unit, 
students will use 
equipment at the 
cutting edge of 
genetic research.

BIO
LO

G
Y

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2 hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: Double Award Science 7-6 or Biology 7 and one 
other Science 6   |  Maths 5  |  English Language 5.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Biological Molecules
• Cells
• Organisms exchange 

substances with their 
environments

• Genetic information, 
variation, and relationships 
between organisms

Year 2
• Energy transfer in and 

between organisms
• Organisms respond to 

changes in their internal 
and external environments

• Genetics, populations, 
evolutions, and ecosystems

• The control of gene 
expression

Biology A-level will give you the 
skills to make connections and 
associations with all living things 
around you. Biology literally means 
the study of life and if that’s not 
important, what is? Being such a 
broad topic, you’re bound to find a 
specific area of interest, plus it opens 
the door to a fantastic range of 
interesting careers.

Following the AQA Biology 
specification, the aims of the A 
Level in Biology are to enable 
students to: (a) Develop their 
interest in, and enthusiasm for, 
Biology including developing an 
interest in further study and careers 
in the subject. (b) Appreciate how 
society makes decisions about 
Biology-related issues and how 
Biology contributes to the success 
of the economy and society. (c) 
Develop and demonstrate a deeper 
appreciation of the skills, knowledge 
and understanding of How Science 
Works. (d) Develop essential 
knowledge and understanding of 
different areas of Biology and how 
they relate to each other.

Students choose Biology for a 
number of reasons; perhaps they 
have a specific qualification in mind 
for the future, or they may simply be 
interested in the human body, or in 
the natural world around us. Biology 
covers a broad range of topics 
and has aspects to interest a wide 
range of students. It’s important to 
know that Biology is a pre-requisite 
subject to study a number of degree 
qualifications in Biological Sciences 
and Medical fields.

The study of Biology helps students 
to build up research, problem 
solving, organisation, and analytical 
skills. Given the group project work 
that occurs throughout the course, 
students also develop good team-
working and communication skills.

Gaining an A-Level in Biology opens 
up a vast array of opportunities 
for university degrees, and career 
options that can take you around 
the world.

If you have any questions about the 
course, email the course leader, Mr 
Seymour.

THE WORLD NEEDS  
BIOLOGISTS MORE THAN 
IT KNOWS

An understanding of the natural world and what’s in it is a 
source of not only great curiosity but great fulfilment.

Students get the opportunity to 
visit the Norwich Research Park, 
world-renowned John Innes, and 
the Biology labs at UEA to conduct 
experiments in working laboratories.

Prospects include, but are not 
limited to:

• Doctor
• Clinical molecular geneticist
• Nature conservation officer
• Pharmacologist
• Research scientist
• Vet
• Secondary school teacher
• Marine biologist
• Dentist

It is the biologist who 
has come to the fore 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The scientists are 
again leading the 
discussion.

Sir David Attenborough

jseymour@attleboroughacademy.org

We offer this course as a one year course. 
If you studied this course for one year, you 
would receive an AS in Biology.

Click to go back to subject index
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We tend to limit our use of 
the textbook to activities, 
but they’re a great 
resource to have at home 
to go back to.

We use the 3rd Edition 
of the Wolinski/Coates 
textbook for AQA Business.

Teaching is predominantly 
classroom based, 
with a strong focus on 
discussion and debate, 
and improving both 
written and verbal 
communication and 
reasoning.

Microsoft Teams and the 
use of digital resources 
enables more blended 
learning.

“As a diverse and 
hands-on subject, 
studying Business was 
a no brainer for me. 
Through allowing 
me to explore more 
challenging concepts 
and exposing me to 
a more independent 
style of learning, this 
course supported 
and accelerated my 
transition from high 
school to university.”

Jack Griffiths 
Former Attleborough 
Business student, 
Now a PR Executive at 
Satellite PR.

BUSIN
ESS

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4
There is no requirement to have studied Business before - 5 if taken.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• What is Business?
• Managers, Leaders, and 

decision making.
• Decision making to improve 

marketing performance.
• Decision making to improve  

operational performance.
• Decision making to improve 

financial performance.
• Decision making to 

improve human resource 
performance.

Year 2
• Analysing the strategic 

position of a business.
• Choosing a strategic 

direction.
• Strategic methods: how to 

pursue strategies.
• Managing strategic 

change.

This course is ideal for those students 
who are keen to understand 
and are interested in the world 
of e-commerce, finance and 
entrepreneurship. Business will allow 
students to develop the knowledge 
and skills needed to analyse data, 
think critically about issues and 
make informed decisions – all skills 
that are needed for further study 
and employment.

Business students will study an AQA 
syllabus that will introduce those 
who have not studied the subject 
at GCSE to what Business is, will then 
expand on topics such as leadership 
and management, and introduce 
key strategic decision making skills 
and processes.

There are some tricky elements 
to the course, particularly if you 
struggle with maths - but that is 
a good reason to apply yourself 
through the remainder of Year 11 to 
practicing using formulae in Maths 
and in Science lessons. 

The flip-side to those more difficult 
elements, are the opportunities 
this syllabus provides for open 
discussion, debate, and examining 
how modern business is changing 
and responding to current events. 
After completing this A-Level, your 
awareness of current affairs will have 
been broadened significantly. 

Many people consider Economics 
A-Level as an alternative to 
Business, one major difference is 
the breadth of the content in this 
course. Economics delves into the 
fine details of a very specific and 
quite scientific discipline. Whereas, 
Business introduces students to all 
functional areas of a business and 
encourages you to consider all of 
the myriad of external factors that 
affect businesses, as well as giving 
you an introduction to economics.

The destinations of students who 
have completed this course are 
extremely varied. Many go on to 
study business related degrees at 
university, an increasing number go 
on to complete higher and degree 
level apprenticeships, and others 
have taken up a range of roles 
across all corners of industry.

If you’re wondering what you could 
do to prepare for this course, my 
advice would be to get interested in 
the news. There are some excellent 
apps and publications that make 
business news really accessible, such 
as Espresso from The Economist.

If you have any questions, get in 
touch with the course leader, Mr Cole 
by emailing him:

acole@attleboroughacademy.org

A STEP TOWARDS TRULY 
GLOBAL OPPORTUNITIES

Many of the students who have completed this A-Level have 
gone on to study the subject at degree level. They now 
inhabit the offices of Nielsen, Shell, HSBC, PriceWaterhouse 
Coopers, and many other international enterprises, as well as 
several of their own successful start-ups.

Business is changing. It’s no longer 
just about having the suit and tie. 
It’s about being new, innovative, 
and having your customer and your 
ethics at the heart of your business.

In Year 2 we study strategic 
management - looking at how to 
make the best decisions for now 
and the future.

Students can choose to take 
part in a range of extra-
curricular activities, including; 
the Young Enterprise Company 
Programme, and the Student 
Investor programme. 

Students from OnTop Headwear 
(one of the companies from 
past years) are pictured here 
at the Norfolk Young Enterprise 
Trade Fair. 

In 2017, TALK, a social enterprise 
business, won the Community 
award for their work on raising 
awareness of mental health 
issues in teenagers.

This course teaches 
you more than the 
basics, it prepares 
you to become part 
of a business.

We are investigating 
the possibility 
of offering the 
Economics A-Level! 
Get in touch if you 
are interested!
acole@attleboroughacademy.org

Hodder AQA A Level Business 1 
& 2  Wolinski & Coates

Click to go back to subject index
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A Level Chemistry can help you access degree 
courses in: Chemistry, medicine, veterinary medicine, 
dentistry, pharmacy, pharmacology, toxicology, 
biochemistry, biomedicine and forensics.

“Chemistry was 
both a challenging 
and remarkable 
subject to take as 
an A-Level. Beyond 
it expanding my 
scientific knowledge 
and understanding, 
it gave me the 
opportunity to 
improve my 
mathematical 
problem-solving skills. 
I particularly enjoyed 
the practical element 
of Chemistry.”

C
HEM

ISTRY

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: Double Award Science 7-6 or Chemistry 7 + one 
other Science 6  |  Maths 5  |  English Language 5.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Atomic Structure, amount 

of substance, bonding, 
energetics, kinetics and 
equilibria.

• Alkanes, alkenes and 
alcohols.

• Periodicity, group 2 and 
group 7.

• Acids, bases and pH.

Year 2
• Redox, thermodynamics, 

electrode potentials. 
• Aromatic chemistry, 

carbonyl compounds, 
amines, polymers, synthesis, 
NMR. 

• Period 3, transition metals, 
aqueous ions.

Meghana Sunil
Former Attleborough 
Chemistry student, 
now a Biomedicine 
student at UEA.

As well as being a compulsory 
requirement for such courses as 
medicine, dentistry and pharmacy, 
chemistry is a highly regarded 
qualification, which complements 
other STEM subjects. Chemistry 
underpins the understanding of 
many other scientific disciplines, 
linking physics, biology and the earth 
sciences. Chemistry allows you to 
acquire not only a powerful battery 
of analytical skills for problem 
solving, but also the ability to 
analyse critically and to question the 
scientific status quo. These skills are 
transferable to almost any context 
and are highly valued amongst 
the scientific community and in the 
world of commerce and finance. 

As part of this course, you will study 
aspects of chemistry that are often in 
the media and affect our lives such 
as climate change, green chemistry 
and pharmaceuticals. The course is 
structured so that you understand 
the underlying chemistry and can 
evaluate these contemporary issues 
in an informed and meaningful 
way. This will give you a better 
appreciation of how society makes 

decisions about scientific issues 
and how the sciences contribute 
to the success of the economy 
and society. This course allows 
you to develop your practical skills 
alongside theoretical knowledge. 
You will learn how to carry out 
standard procedures such as 
titrations and organic preparations, 
as well as making, recording and 
communicating observations and 
analysing results. 

There are many reasons to study 
Chemistry, even if you aren’t 
pursuing a career in science. A-level 
Chemistry attempts to answer the 
big question ‘what is the world 
made of’ and it’s the search for 
this answer that makes this subject 
so fascinating. From investigating 
how one substance can be 
changed drastically into another, to 
researching a new wonder drug to 
save millions of lives, the opportunities 
that chemistry provides are endless. 

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mrs Collin:

jcollin@attleboroughacademy.org

CHEMISTRY IS THE 
INTERNAL MACHINERY 
OF LIFE

A-level Chemistry attempts to answer the big question ‘what 
is the world made of’ and it’s the search for this answer that 
makes this subject so fascinating. From investigating how 
one substance can be changed drastically into another, to 
researching a new wonder drug to save millions of lives, the 
opportunities that chemistry provides are endless.

We offer this course as a one 
year course.

If you studied this course for 
one year, you would receive an 
AS in Chemistry.

Chemistry is the 
central science, and 
its impact on our 
lives and society is 
all pervasive.

Click to go back to subject index
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Students that have 
studied A-Level 
Computer Science 
have continued their 
study to University, 
or have taken their 
expertise into the 
workplace where 
their knowledge of 
how the systems they 
use work, has given 
them the edge over 
other applicants.

C
O

M
PUTER SC

IEN
C

E

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 2 exams and Non-Examined Assessment (20%)

Entry Requirements: GCSE Computing or Computer Science  4  |  
Maths  4

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Fundamentals of 

Programming
• Fundamentals of Data 

Structures
• Systematic approach to 

problem solving
• Theory of Computation
• Fundamentals of Data 

Representation
• Fundamentals of Computer 

Systems
• Fundamentals of Computer 

Organisation and Data 
Structure

• Consequences of uses of 
Computing

• Fundamentals of 
Communication and 
Networking

Year 2
• Fundamentals of Algorithms
• Fundamentals of Databases
• Big Data
• Fundamentals of Functional 

Programming
• NEA – The Computing 

Practical Project
A Computer Science A-Level 
prepares you for the future in a 
way that most other subjects don’t. 
Throughout the A-Level, you will 
develop thinking skills that allow 
you to solve problems. You will learn 
skills, such as programming, that 
are incredibly valuable in very well-
paid job roles. It will also give you 
transferable skills are needed and 
indeed, control, many other sectors.

At A-Level, we teach the AQA 
specification deliberately to give 
you an experience which is true to 
life. 60% of the course is examined 
through real life programming 
applications, where you will improve 
and fix pre-released code and 
complete a programming project of 
your own choosing. Many other Sixth 
Forms in the area don’t offer this. 

We do as we believe this is much 
better in preparing you for a career 
in Computer Science, whether down 
the academic or applied pathway.

Apprenticeships include:

• IT/Network/Infrastructure
• Technicians
• Digital/Social media marketing 

Website development
• Content Management
• Graphic/Computer Game 

Design and Programming

You will also further your knowledge 
on how computers, networks 
and databases work, including 
the theory of computation, data 
representation and data structures. 

The A-Level in Computer Science 
truly sets you up for further applied 
or academic study in Computer 
Science, and many other Science 
and Technology based subjects.

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mr Pickering:

dpickering@attleboroughacademy.org

COMPUTER SCIENCE IS 
THE OPERATING SYSTEM 
FOR ALL INNOVATION

Computer Science is the present and the future. An A-Level 
in Computer Science keeps the door open in just about 
every occupation imaginable, and leads to careers that 
offer far above the average salary and are vastly more 
engaging and dynamic than most – who knows what you’ll 
be working on in 3 years’ time?!

AQA A-Level Computer Science by 
Bob Reeves, Hodder Education.

Qualifying you for 
jobs that don’t exist 
yet!

“The web as I envisaged 
it, we have not seen it 
yet. The future is still so 
much bigger than the 
past.”
Sir Tim Berners-Lee

University Courses include, but are not limited to:

• Computer Science
• Business Information Systems
• Graphic/Computer Game Design
• Electronic Engineering
• Actuarial Science
• Robotics
• Data analysis
• Machine Learning
• Artificial Intelligence

Click to go back to subject index
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Frankenstein forms a major 
component of your first year in 
Drama A-Level.

“The guidance and 
support I received 
through the excellent 
teaching made it 
possible for me to 
be accepted at 
university, and put 
me firmly on the path 
to a career in theatre. 
I couldn’t be happier 
with my experience 
at Attleborough 
Academy’s Drama 
department.”

DRA
M

A

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: OCR A-Level

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 60% NEA and 40% written exam

Entry Requirements: English Literature or Language 4  |  Maths 4
Drama GCSE is not essential - experience of performance is essential.

Standard Course Structure: 

Year 1
• Introduction to Theatre
• Exploring text through 

practitioners
• Devising a play
• Frankenstein
• Earthquakes in London

Year 2
• Deconstructing texts
• Love of the Nightingale
• Scripted performance
• Live Theatre

Jackson Cutts
Exeter University, 
Drama BA

The curriculum is designed to ignite 
and engage students’ creativity, 
passion and interests.  It includes 
opportunities to: create drama 
performances as an actor or 
designer, study exciting texts and 
learn about significant theatre 
practitioners. 

This course will create independent 
students, critical thinkers and 
effective decision-makers – all 
personal attributes that can help 
them stand out as they progress 
through their education and into 
employment.

Our Drama department have been 
closely involved in developing the 
new A-level and have provided 
training for other Drama teachers at 
national level.  They are experienced 
and skilled at delivering an A-level 
which is both practically and 
academically challenging.

WE ARE IN A WORLD FULL 
OF DRAMA WHERE WE ARE 
JUST ARTISTS TRYING TO 
FIND THE RIGHT ROLES

I regard theatre as the most immediate way in which a 
human being can share with another the sense of what it is 
to be a human being.

A subject which 
develops you 
as a performer, 
theatre maker and 
a person.  Strong 
links to Psychology, 
Sociology, History, 
Politics and English.

Studying Drama and Theatre 
Studies at A Level will give you 
an opportunity to attend Drama 
college or university with possible 
careers in Acting, Television, Film, 
Teaching, the Media, Backstage, 
Technical Set Up, Set Design, the 
Police Force or Business in which high 
levels of communication skills will be 
required. 

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mrs Jones:

sjones@attleboroughacademy.org

More and more employers are 
looking for Drama on CV’s as 
it builds confidence, social, 
communication and team 
building skills.

Oscar Wilde

You will create your own 
devised performance 
influenced by the work of 
others. You will examine 
the work of Stanislavski 
and Frantic Assembly, and 
explore extracts from relevant 
supporting texts.

This course is usually 
run as an A-Level - but 
depending on the 
cohort the option to 
complete the L3 BTEC in 
Performing Arts may also 
be available.

Click to go back to subject index
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In the ‘Remembered Places’ element, 
you will study AQA Anthology: Paris. The 
anthology includes a very wide range 
of text types with a particular emphasis 
on non-fiction and non-literary material.  

The texts range from advertising, 
historical letters and transcripts to travel 
writing and autobiography.

“I really enjoyed 
studying English 
Language and 
Literature. The course 
content was diverse 
and interesting and 
sparked many in-
depth conversations. 
You won’t regret 
taking this course.”

EN
G

LISH LA
N

G
/LIT

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 1x 2-hour exam and 1 x 2-hour and 30 minutes exam at 
the end of the course plus an independent study

Entry Requirements: English Language 5 | English Literature 5

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Imagined Worlds
• Poetic Voices
• Re-creative Writing

Year 2
• Writing about Society
• Dramatic Encounters
• Making Connections Harmony Whittaker

Former Attleborough
English student

This course is designed with a focus 
on the integration of language and 
literature allowing you to discover 
how linguistic and literary methods 
are related and to explore these links 
in your work. If you enjoy reading a 
wide range of texts, writing creatively 
and analysing texts through lively 
discussion then this subject is for you.  
On this course you will respond 
creatively and independently with 
a variety of spoken, written and 
multi-modal texts.  You will learn how 
to approach re-creative writing, 
commentary writing, discursive 
essays and research-based 
investigative writing which will set 
you up very well for University or the 
workplace.

In the ‘Imagined Worlds’ part of the 
subject content, you will explore 
the imagined worlds of a famous 
and ground- breaking novel which 
is characterised by an unusual 
narrative, narrator and events.  
You will focus on point of view, 
characterisation, presentation of 
time and space/place and narrative 
structure.  You will get to ‘pull the 
novel apart’ and understand how a 
close focus on language allows you 
to appreciate literature fully.

The ‘Exploring Conflict’ has two 
parts.  The first section, ‘Writing about 
Society’ is a great chance to use 
your creative writing skills.  You will 
study a text by exploring the ways 
that writers present people, shape 
the narrative structure, reveal the 
speech and thought processes of 
the characters and narrator and use 
situations of conflict to express ideas. 
You will develop your skills to adapt 
and shape the text to respond 
to different re-creative tasks. You 
will learn how to write a critical 
commentary to evaluate your 
writing and explain your creative 
ideas.  

The second part, ‘Dramatic 
Encounters,’ gives the opportunity to 
study one drama text exploring the 
ways that conflicts are presented 
and the meanings that can be 
inferred from the language use and 
context. You will learn about natural 
speech and how a playwright 
represents speech and use their 
skill to create characters and use 
the idea of conflict to address 
the themes of the play.  Many 
students have commented on how 
it has changed how they listen to 
conversations.

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mr Hinton: 

WHILE THOUGHT EXISTS, 
WORDS ARE ALIVE AND 
LITERATURE BECOMES AN 
ESCAPE, NOT FROM, BUT 
INTO LIVING

When I read great literature, great drama, speeches, or 
sermons, I feel that the human mind has not achieved 
anything greater than the ability to share feelings and 
thoughts through language. 

The course also includes a poetry 
element focussing on one poet and 
considering the inspiration and skill of 
their poetry.

You will study poems from one of 
the four poets within an anthology 
focusing on the nature and function 
of poetic voice in the telling of events 
and the presentation of people.  

Trips to the theatre to see 
productions of our studies texts 
take place when possible.  

Our students have been to Nor-
wich theatres and to Shake-
speare’s Globe in London.

“Great literature is 
simply language 
charged with 
meaning to the 
utmost possible 
degree.”

James Earl Jones

You have the 
opportunity to study 
both Literature and 
Non-Fiction writing and 
have the chance to 
write creatively.

chinton@attleboroughacademy.org

Click to go back to subject index
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As part of our study of literature, we sometimes attend 
lectures and author readings on some of the units or 
texts that we study.

Last year, we went to London to take part in a day of 
lectures which included key university speakers, repre-
sentatives from the exam boards and performances 
from famous poets and directors.

“English Literature 
allows you to 
develop perspectives 
on so many ideas, 
it really allows you 
to come into your 
own; in both a literary 
context but also in a 
sense of personal 
development.”

EN
G

LISH LITERA
TURE

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 2 exams and Non-Examined Assessment (20%)

Entry Requirements: English Literature 5  |  English Language 5

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Shakespeare play
• Unseen poetry
• Novel (modern or pre-1900)
• Poetry anthology (modern 

or pre-1900)
• Writing skills
• Coursework research - 

student choice of two texts 
(one needs to be pre-1900)

Year 2
• Modern novel
• Modern play
• Modern poetry collection
• Writing skills
• Completion of your written 

coursework (your choice of 
two texts)

• Revision and exam practice

English Literature allows you to 
explore your love for books in an 
analytical, dynamic and discursive 
environment, studying texts that 
focus on the big questions which 
affect human existence. This A Level 
will allow you to experience a wide 
range of texts across the genres, 
from Shakespeare and the classics, 
to modern literature, drama and 
poetry. 

As a literature student you will 
develop an understanding of the 
relationships between texts and 
of the significance of cultural and 
contextual influences on readers 
and writers. You will learn to 
review and evaluate the diverse 
interpretations of a text and 
become confident about expressing 
your own independent judgement 
with flair. We will encourage you to 
develop your own voice and writing 
style, elevating your own language 
skills alongside your study of others.

The A Level encourages the reading 
of texts within a shared context, 
learning about the historical 
background and influences. 
Students will learn to make 
connections between texts across 
time periods and topics, linking 
the full range of genres. Studying 
literature will encourage students to 
develop their own interpretation of 
texts and to confidently establish an 
analytical writing style.

The A Level encourages students to 
explore a variety of representations 
of ‘Love through the ages’, studying 
a combination of set texts and 
unseen extracts on this theme.

Students will also study a unit entitled 
‘Texts in shared contexts’, where 
they will study a range of genres 
focusing on a specific historical time.
We focus on ‘modern times: literature 
from 1945 to the present day’ and 
explore a range of modern texts, 
including novels, poetry and plays.

Alongside the two exam units, 
the English Literature A Level also 
includes a coursework element. 
Students will produce a comparative 
critical study of two texts of their 
choice, at least one of which will be 
pre-1900. This extended essay will 
encourage students to develop their 
own research and independent 
study skills and to pursue their own 
interest in literature.

As part of the course, students spend 
a lot of time discussing texts as a 
group and therefore they develop 
their confidence as communicators 
and successful contributors to a 
range of debates. We will also 
spend time working on writing skills, 
enabling each student to develop 
their own critical voice which will 
allow them to flourish in all areas.

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mr Hinton:

chinton@attleboroughacademy.org

ENTER THE WORLD OF
CREATIVITY, CRITICAL 
THINKING AND 
ANALYTICAL DEBATE

Students have gone on to succeed in a variety of roles 
which can include writers, journalists, performance artists, 
media, marketing and PR executives, academics, publishers, 
editors and lawyers.

Another key part of our study 
of literature includes trips to 
the theatre. 

We often attend to theatrical 
interpretation of a play that 
we study. In previous years 
we have travelled to Norwich, 
Cambridge or London to see 
a performance.

“No one says a novel 
has to be one thing, 
it can be anything it 
wants to be.”
Ishmael Reed

Click to go back to subject index

Kasey Campbell
Y13 Attleborough
English Literature student
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Did You Know?

The noun forensic, meaning “an argumentative 
exercise” derives from the adjective forensic, 
whose earliest meaning in English is “belonging to, 
used in, or suitable to courts or to public discussion 
and debate.”

The English word was derived from a Latin word 
forensic meaning “of the market place or form, 
public,” which in turn comes from the Latin word 
forum, meaning “market place, forum.”

New in 2019, 
Forensic 
Investigation 
builds on Applied 
Science, to give 
students a broad 
base of scientific 
knowledge 
on which to 
build. Practical 
application and 
investigation is 
at the heart of 
this qualification, 
and it has many 
uses beyond 
criminology and 
forensics.

FO
REN

SIC
S

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: BTEC Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 2 exams and 4 internal assessments

Entry Requirements: Double Award Science 5-4 or 5-4-4 in separate 
sciences | Maths 4  | English Language 4

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Principles and applications 

of science
• Practical scientific 

procedures and techniques
• Forensic investigation 

procedures in practice

Year 2
• Science investigation skills
• Physiology of human body 

systems
• Environmental forensics

If you like science but don’t think 
that A Levels are right for you, BTEC 
Forensic Investigation could be a 
good choice for you. This course is 
a mixture of theory and practical 
science. It contains elements of A 
Level chemistry, physics and biology 
alongside forensic techniques and 
crime scene analysis. You will devel-
op scientific analytical-thinking skills 
through the use of biological, chem-
ical and physical evidence. You will 
learn to present evidence in an im-
partial way, develop a chronology 
and provide scientific justification 
for your analyses. It is a course that 
could be taken in conjunction with 
A Level biology or chemistry.

From titrations to chromatography, 
blood group analysis to gathering 
forensic samples from a mock 
crime scene, there are plenty of 
practical elements in this course. 
Understanding the need for 
accuracy and precision and the 
ability to evaluate scientific methods 
and suggest improvements are 
key skills that will develop through 
practical investigations.

The Level 3 BTEC National Foundation 
Diploma is worth 1.5 A Levels and is 
studied over 2 years. It is assessed 
by a mixture of internal assessments 
and external exams. Of the 6 units 
studied, 2 are assessed by external 
exams and 4 by internal assessments.

This course can prepare you for fur-
ther study at university in subjects 
such as forensic science, the applied 
sciences and nursing. It also provides 
a broad range of skills which would 
support an application for an ap-
prenticeship or employment in sev-
eral different scientific industries.

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mrs Collin:

jcollin@attleboroughacademy.org

FINGERPRINTS CANNOT 
LIE, BUT LIARS CAN MAKE 
FINGERPRINTS

Physical evidence can not be intimidated. It does not forget. 
It sits there and waits to be detected, preserved, evaluated 
and explained.

Herbert Leon MacDonellIf you have an 
enquiring mind and a 
methodical approach 
to work, a career as a 
forensic scientist may 
be for you.

“Certainly going back 
to Sherlock Holmes, 
we have a tradition of 
forensic science featured 
in detective stories”

Jeffrey Deaver 

The first law of 
forensic science is 
Locard’s Exchange 
Principle, and 
it says, ‘Every 
contact between a 
perpetrator and a 
crime scene leaves 
a trace.’

Click to go back to subject index
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It combines well with Science and Physics based 
courses, and can lead to careers in:

Statistics, Medical Sciences, Management and 
Actuarial Science among many others where 
logical, organised thinking is required.

“The maths 
department always 
supported me 
through sixth form, 
whether it be in 
lesson or in the form 
of an email at 10 at 
night. I didn’t know 
it at the time but 
Maths and Further 
Maths gave me 
the skills that would 
form the foundation 
of my learning at 
university.”

Alfie Holmes
Former Attleborough Maths 
Student, now studying 
Product Design Engineering 
at Brunel University.

FURTHER M
A

THS

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA AS-Level

Flexibility: We aim to teach this in one year - but it can be extended

Assessment: 2 calculator exams and 1 non-calculator exam

Entry Requirements: Maths 8
Students also need to be studying A-Level Maths

Standard Course Structure: 
Autumn 
• Matrices, Graphs and 

Networks
• Complex Numbers and 

Conics
• Critical Paths Analysis and 

Linear Programming
• Chi Tests for association

Winter
•  Further calculus, algebra 

and functions
•  Proof and further vectors
•  Polar Coordinates

•  DRV’s and expectations
•  Poisson Distribution

Spring

•  Game Theory and binary 
operations

•  CRV’s, Type 1 and 2 Errors 
Hyperbolic functions

• Revision 

This subject is an extension to the 
A Level including a more detailed 
approach, with more proofs 
and covering a wider range of 
applications.  We extend the 
knowledge of Pure Content from 
the A Level and look at applying 
this knowledge to a wider range of 
functions, like conics and hyperbolics 
and polar coordinates.  This is where 
you will learn a new way to describe 
a point in 2D space and plot some 
very interesting graphs that take 
the form of a heart shape, flower, or 
propeller in some cases!  

Further Maths is also where you bust 
some of the myths you have been 
told at GCSE, like, ‘we can’t find the 
square root of a negative number’ 
as we enter the world of imaginary 
numbers.  You will have investigated 
areas under curves at GCSE in terms 
of velocity time graphs, at A level 
you will learn how to find this area 
given any shaped curve, then in 
Further Maths we look at finding the 
volume of that area if you were to 
rotate it about an axis.   

You will be taught the main 
Mathematics A Level with the whole 
group of Mathematicians then 
have additional lessons on top for 
the further content.  You will study 
an area of Maths that you have 
never seen before called ‘discrete 
mathematics’.  
This is a more modern area of the 
subject, compared to the ancient 
roots of the geometry that you are 
more familiar with. 

We look at algorithms and networks 
which have applications in comput-
er studies and programming.  We 
also study critical path analysis and 
linear programming where we learn 
about the most efficient schedule 
for a project and maximising profits 
and production, all with applications 
in Business Studies.  

Greater emphasis is placed on the 
problem-solving elements of the 
course as well as continuing the 
use of technology from the main A 
Level.  Although the name of the 
A Level can make this seem like a 
challenging option, the content in 
this course involves intriguing maths 
that we really enjoy teaching, is 
taught in small groups so that there 
is ongoing support from the teacher 
and a great chance to work as 
a collaborative group.  It gives 
students who are considering any 
maths related degrees a distinct 
advantage, such as, Computer 
Science, Medical Sciences, 
Psychology, Statistics, Business and 
Economics. 

For more information contact the 
course leader, Mrs Sharpe:

THE STUDY OF MATHS, 
LIKE THE NILE, BEGINS IN 
MINUTENESS AND ENDS 
IN MAGNIFICENCE

Further Mathematics is for those students with a real passion 
for the subject and is designed to broaden and deepen the 
mathematical knowledge and skills when studying A Level.

50% of the content is prescribed 
further pure content but will then 
have the option of choosing 
between Statistics, Mechanics or 
Discrete Mathematics.

Further Mathematics is a real 
advantage for students who 
wish to study Maths, Science or 
Engineering at university. 

csharpe@attleboroughacademy.org

Click to go back to subject index
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The fieldwork has taken place in one 
of a number of locations in Yorkshire 
in recent years. It is always enjoyable 
- whatever the weather!

“The passionate 
and supportive staff 
at Attleborough 
Sixth Form provided 
thought provoking 
lessons. They 
challenged my 
own ideas and 
perceptions of the 
world, developing in 
me a deeper interest 
in the subject.”

G
EO

G
RA

PHY

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

80% Exam  |  20% Non-Examined Assessment

Entry Requirements: Geography 5
Maths 5  |  English Language 5.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Water and Carbon Cycle
• Contemporary Urban 

Environments
• Glacial Systems and 

Landscapes
• Changing Places
• Fieldwork Planning

Year 2
• Non-examined assessment 

completion
• Global Systems and Global 

Governance
• Hazards

Alex Neil
Former Attleborough 
Geography student, now a 
graduate of UEA with a 2:1 
in Geography.

You will learn up-to-the-minute 
contemporary and relevant issues 
which impact us locally and globally. 
The course is split into Physical and 
Human Geography; in addition 
there is a Geographical Investigation 
element which will involve first-hand 
data collection in the field. Students 
are expected to pick up on recent 
events through the media and use 
this to support their understanding of 
Geography.  

Physical Geography topics: 

Water and Carbon Cycles: 
contemplate the magnitude and 
significance of the cycles at a 
variety of scales, their relevance to 
wider geography and their central 
importance for human populations. 

Glacial Systems and Landscapes: 
foster an informed appreciation of 
the beauty and diversity of glaciated 
regions and the challenges they 
present for human habitation. 

Hazards: explore the origin and 
nature of hazards and the various 
ways in which people respond to 

them, engage with the relationships 
between people and the dramatic 
environments they occupy. 

Human Geography topics: 

Global Systems and Governance: 
contemplate the many complex 
dimensions of contemporary world 
affairs, especially international trade 
and access to markets and the 
governance of the global commons 

Changing Places: engage with how 
places are known and experienced, 
how their character is appreciated, 
the factors and processes which 
impact upon places and how they 
change and develop over time. 

Contemporary Urban Environments: 
examine the processes, challenges 
and the issues associated with urban 
areas, in particular, the potential 
for environmental sustainability and 
social cohesion. 

If you would like to find out more 
about the course, email the course 
leader, Mrs Moss.

fmoss@attleboroughacademy.org

IT IS THE MOTHER OF ALL 
SCIENCES

This is the moment when we must come together to save this 
planet. Let us resolve that we will not leave our children a 
world where the oceans rise and famine spreads and terrible 
storms devastate our lands.

In Yr13 students will have the 
opportunity to devise their own 
fieldwork and undertake an 
investigation in their own time to 
explore an area of Geography 
which they are passionate 
about and want to deepen their 
understanding on. 

This culminates in a 3,000-4,000 
word investigation report.

In Y12 we run a residential 
trip which allows students 
to gain knowledge and 
understanding of how 
to undertake fieldwork 
necessary to complete 
an individual Geography 
Fieldwork Investigation.

This course helps 
you to understand 
the many 
dimensions of 
Geography, and 
how they shape the 
past, present and 
future.

President Barack Obama

Microsoft Teams and the use 
of digital resources enables 
more blended learning.

Click to go back to subject index
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Give yourself access to a wider 
European network of contacts by 
engaging in another language.

Germany is the largest of the 
European economies, and in a post-
Brexit world, you might give yourself a 
distinct advantage by being able to 
converse in another language.

“I have found the skills 
I developed during 
my German studies to 
be very transferable. 
Grammar improves 
logical thought 
processes; module 
content provides 
confidence to speak 
on a vast range of 
topics; and the work 
ethic needed to learn 
a language is very 
good preparation for 
university.”

Lily Whear
Former Attleborough German 
student, now studying Chinese 
Studies at Durham University

G
ERM

A
N

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3 exams; Listening, Writing, Speaking

Entry Requirements: German 6  |  English Language 5.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Grammar Foundation
• Family
• The Digital World
• Youth Culture
• Film
• Festivals and traditions
• Art & Architecture
• Literature
• Multicultural Berlin

Year 2
• Immigration
• Racism Literature
• Personal Research Project
• Integration
• Germany and the EU
• Literature

Studying German at A-level will 
help you develop your language 
knowledge and also a wide range 
of well-recognised transferable 
skills that enhance long-term 
employability and can open up a 
whole range of work, travel and 
study possibilities.

Physical benefits to second 
language knowledge are now 
much referenced in relation to 
protecting the brain from cognitive 
impairment as we age. Additionally, 
learning a language helps to boost 
memory skills and develop problem-
solving and lateral thinking abilities 
(I don’t know the precise phrase or 
word, how else can I communicate 
my point?). Throughout the two-
year course, we will be working on 
vocabulary and grammar learning. 
These both require persistence in 
practice and a logical approach to 
their application, but they will also 
develop your creative approach to 
language use as you find ways to 
make the language your own.

Units of study covering topics as 
wide-ranging as art to the digital 
world, festivals to history as well as 
one piece of literature and one film 
will develop your sensitivity to other 
cultures. Learning how other people 
live and how their language works 
helps develop empathy toward 
commonalities and differences 
between human societies; where 
we have developed similar and 
different ways of thinking and 
expressing ourselves in language, 
culture, traditions and society. In a 
world of increasing migration and of 
multi-national and global business, 
employers are on the look out for this 
‘soft skill’.

So you have chosen German A level, 
where next? Most obviously, German 
at Degree level then language 
teaching – an excellent choice, 
but not your only choice! German 
graduates go on to work in TEFL 
teaching, translation, interpreting, 
publishing, media, PR and business.

If you would like to find out more 
about the course, contact the 
course leader, Mrs Emerson.

A CULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
AND ECONOMIC 
POWERHOUSE - THIS 
LANGUAGE HAS IT ALL

You may think that living in Germany or being a teacher of 
German are your only options following a German A level, 
but no … far from it! 

Trips to Germany have taken 
place for each cohort who 
have completed the A-Level 
in German at Attleborough - 
the best part is that you get 
to shape the trip.

Common in the 
worlds of business, 
pharmaceuticals, 
finance and 
engineering. 

It enhances 
employability and 
is the second most 
commonly used 
scientific language.

“German was without 
a doubt my favourite 
A Level.”

semerson@attleboroughacademy.org

Click to go back to subject index
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These two books provide 
students with a really 
detailed handbook for 
the course. 

With all of the content 
they need to understand, 
they provide useful 
support to both preparing 
coursework and revision 
for exams.

Importantly, this course is recognised and 
supported by the Care Quality Commission. 

This is valuable to students as it means 
employers in the care sector will also value 
this on an applicants’ CV.

“I really enjoyed 
HSC during my two 
years of study due 
to the wide range 
of content covered.
Also, as there is 
coursework, your final 
grades are based on 
that too, rather than 
just exams.”

HEA
LTH & SO

C
IA

L C
A

RE

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: Cambridge Technical Extended Cert.

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 1/3 Coursework  |  2/3 Exam  |  Split over two years

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4
Double Award Science 4-4 or Biology 4

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Examined Unit 1 - Equality, 

diversity and rights in Health 
and Social Care (HSC)

        (Unit 1)
• Examined Unit 2 - Health, 

Safety and Security in HSC 
(Unit 3)

• Coursework Unit 1 - Building 
Positive Relationships in HSC 
(Unit 1)

• Coursework Unit 2 - Nutrition 
for Health (Unit 10)

Year 2
• Examined Unit 3 - Anatomy 

and Physiology for HSC 
(Unit 4)

• Coursework Unit 2 - 
continued

• Coursework Unit 3 - Sexual 
Health, Reproduction 
and Early Childhood 
Development (Unit 13)

Karis Harvey
Former Attleborough HSC 
student, now studying 
Paramedic Science at the 
University of Hertfordshire If you are thinking about a career 

in the health and social care 
sector, then this is the course for 
you! Following the OCR Cambridge 
Technical Level 3 Extended 
Certificate in Health and Social 
Care, students are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills required for 
employment and for the community 
as a whole. As a vocational course, 
it has been designed with the 
workplace in mind. It’s also about 
developing the behaviours and 
attributes needed to progress and 
succeed in both education and in 
work. The course is supported by 
the experience students gain from 
the sixth form volunteering scheme, 
where they have placements in 
health and social care settings in the 
local area, such as residential care 
homes for the elderly and children’s 
nurseries.

The course is the equivalent to one A 
Level in terms of size and constitutes 
to 360 Guided Learning Hours (GLH). 
Students will study four mandatory 
units which contribute 75% of 
the qualification grade and two 
Academy chosen optional units that 

contribute 25% of the qualification 
grade. What sets this course apart 
from the majority of A levels is that 
there is a coursework component, 
which accounts for just over one 
third of the overall assessment. The 
units we study are identified below; 
the coursework units are those that 
are labelled as being ‘internally 
assessed’.

The four mandatory units are the 
three examined units, and the first 
coursework unit.

Another positive feature of the 
course is that students are able to 
sit two of the exams during the first 
year of study, which leaves them 
with only one, unit 4, to study for at 
the end of the second year of study.

By the end of the course, students 
should have a full understanding of 
what high quality care looks like and 
be confident in their own abilities to 
provide care at that level.

If you would like to find out more 
about the course, contact the 
course leader, Mrs Covington:

READY TO WORK.  A 
COURSE THAT PREPARES 
YOU FOR THE SECTOR

Studying Health and Social Care at Level 3 can prepare 
you for a really wide range of careers - from Nursing and 
midwifery, paramedic science, social work, psychology and 
counselling, to teaching, and much more. 

Students in a volunteering placement 
at a local care home. This is a vital 
part of the course and gives students 
a practical look at the care sector.

Students on a combined Health 
& Social Care and Politics trip to 
the Houses of Parliament.

Understanding the legislation 
around the care sector is hugely 
important for understanding 
the wider context of health and 
social care in the UK.

This subject pairs particularly 
well with a number of other 
courses - towards the political 
group of subjects (Politics, 
Sociology, History, Business) 
and towards the scientific 
(Biology, Chemistry, Forensic 
Investigation). It also works well 
as part of a more vocational 
programme alongside Sport.

My class made a 
great team who 
helped each other, 
alongside lots of 
laughs. I really 
looked forward to 
each lesson.

We are investigating 
the possibility of 
offering the double 
award! Get in touch if 
you are interested!
acole@attleboroughacademy.org

ecovington@attleboroughacademy.org

Click to go back to subject index
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A window into an entirely different world, 
the unit studying Russia gives students a 
view of a world not entirely removed from 
our own - just a few decades ago - but 
that has had a dramatic impact on the 
geopolitics we see today.

A-Level history 
students study four 
different periods in 
history. 

The units chosen give 
as broad a range of 
historical analysis skills 
as possible to enable 
students to progress 
onto a wide range 
of different types of 
history degree.

HISTO
RY

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: OCR A-Level

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 3 exams at the end of the course between 1 and 2.5hr 
and once piece of coursework.

Entry Requirements: History 5
GCSE History is not essential - English 5 if not studied.

Standard Course Structure: 

Year 1
• British Period Study and 

Enquiry – Later Tudors and a 
Mid-Tudor Crisis

• Non-British Period Study – 
Russia 1894-194

Year 2
• Thematic Study Popular 

Culture and the Witchcraze 
of the 16th and 17th 
Centuries

• Personal Study We strongly believe that the lessons 
of History are vital to every student 
because of the knowledge of the 
world they give and the skills they 
teach to interpret that world; with all 
its nuances and challenges.

History is ideally suited to anyone 
with an enquiring and curious mind 
that is interested in the origins of 
the present they see before them. 
The many stories and characters 
of our past are a rich ground upon 
which to dwell and study because 
they tell us so much about ourselves 
and possibly our future. Our aim is 
to train students in the discipline of 
this subject and give them skills that 
are greatly sought after in the post 
school workplace and beyond. 
History encourages questioning of 
material and the skills to interrogate 
sources of information for knowledge 
and answers to questions. It also 
requires excellent levels of exposition 
as well as enhancing debating and 
oral communication skills. 

We follow the OCR specification 
and begin the course with a study 
into the mid and later Tudors which 
focuses on the issue of crisis and 
success for three monarchs who did 
not fit the ideal model of leadership 
presented at the time. Edward VI 
the ‘Boy King’, ‘Bloody’ Mary I and 
Elizabeth I, ‘Virgin Queen,’ women in 
a men’s world. To complement this 
course we will also study witchcraft 
and popular culture across Europe 
and how this led to the witch-hunts 
and crazes of the 16th and 17th 
centuries in year 13. This social and 
cultural history unit has strong links 
to sociological and psychological 
theories and the subjects work well in 
combination. In contrast, Russia deals 
with revolution, communism and 
dictatorship in much more recent 
times and there is also an opportunity 
to complete a coursework essay on 
the responsibility for the Holocaust 
in Nazi Germany. The coursework 
unit offers a chance to complete a 
rigorous piece of work to university 
level.

If you are interested in this course 
the best preparation is to read 
magazines such as BBC History and 
watch historical documentaries; 
to see and absorb the working 
practices of historians at first hand.

To find out more about the course, 
contact the course leader Mrs 
Webb:

ewebb@attleboroughacademy.org

THOSE WHO DO NOT 
LEARN FROM THE PAST 
ARE DOOMED TO 
REPEAT IT

A great 12th century philosopher once said, that to study 
the past and then to use it is to ‘stand upon the shoulders of 
giants.’

University Courses linked to History 
A-Level include, but are not limited to:

BA (Honours) History
BA (Honours) History and Politics
BA (Honours) International Studies
BA (Honours) Arts and Humanities
BA (Honours) Classical Studies

Students will visit Norwich 
Castle and take part in a 
mock trial, and will also get 
the opportunity to visit the 
National Archives.

Historians are great 
researchers and 
problem solvers, 
bringing creativity 
and imagination to 
investigate events 
that are beyond the 
reach of time.

If you studied this 
course for one year, 
you would receive an 
AS in History.

Click to go back to subject index
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This course equips 
you with hands on 
skills that are needed 
in well paid careers.

IT

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: OCR L3 Cambridge Technical

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: Combination of exams and coursework
depending on optional unit choices

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4
iMedia (if taken) P2

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Unit 1 – Fundamentals of IT
• Unit 2 – Global Information

Year 2
• Unit 3 – Cyber Security
• Coursework Option 1
• Coursework Option 2
• Exam Retakes (Optional)

The course has been created with 
involvement of the technology 
industry with businesses such as 
Cisco, Google and Microsoft to 
prepare you for working in the IT 
industry. The IT qualification will 
prepare you for working in IT fields, 
such as application design and 
technical support, but also in 
industries where IT is used, such as 
media and marketing.

A course created and delivered 
by passionate subject experts with 
a passion for tangible computing, 
the Cambridge Technical at 
Attleborough Academy is a course 
that is tailored to your interests and 
strengths.

We allow you to customise the course 
completely, so you choose the skills 
you learn and the experience you 
gain. There are 22 units to choose 
from, so you can customise this to 
your interests or career pathway. 
You can also choose units that are 
alike, and create 1 product and 
double enter it for both units.

IT’S NOT THAT WE USE 
TECHNOLOGY - 
WE LIVE IT

Technology is nothing. What’s important is that you have 
faith in people, that they’re basically good and smart, and if 
you give them the tools, they’ll do wonderful things.

The Cambridge Technical in IT gives you a 
boost in most job roles, as many of the skills 
are transferable, including communication 
skills, use of different software packages 
and project management. 

As well as this, it creates opportunities in IT 
specific industries, including game, website 
and software design.

University Courses linked to L3 IT 
include, but are not limited to:

• Computer Science
• Business Information Systems
• Graphic / Computer Game 

Design
• Electronic Engineering
• Robotics
• Marketing and PR
• Data analysis, Machine 

Learning and Artificial 
Intelligence

Apprenticeships linked to L3 IT 
include, but are not limited to:

• IT / Network / Infrastructure 
Technicians

• Digital / Social media 
marketing

• Website development / 
Content Management

• Graphic / Computer Game 
Design

For more information, please 
contact the head of department, 
Mr Pickering:

dpickering@attleboroughacademy.org

Steve Jobs, founder of Apple

IT has a recruitment 
shortage. Software 
development is 
a required skill in 
over 30% of job 
vacancies in the 
UK as of November 
2020.

You will develop skills in a range 
of approaches to software 
development, currently used in the 
industry.

Networking and cyber-security 
are two areas that you study that 
are of increasing importance to 
organisations as networks catchup 
to a fast changing infrastructure 
landscape, and cyber-threats 
become evermore prevalent.

Optional units include:
• Project Management
• Product Development
• Systems analysis and design
• Internet of Everything
• Mobile Technology
• Computer Systems - 

hardware

• Computer Systems - Software
• IT Technical Support
• Computer Networks
• Developing a smarter planet
• Big data analytics
• Social media and digital 

marketing

Click to go back to subject index
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Lessons often involve problem solving in 
teams. It’s one of the most enjoyable parts 
of the course according to many students 
- the opportunity to work together to solve 
challenging mathematical problems.

“The teachers go 
above and beyond 
to help you, but to be 
successful at A-level 
maths it comes down 
to you and how 
much time you’re 
willing to put in. The 
independence and 
problem solving skills 
learnt from investing 
your own time in the 
subject really does 
pay off when
you get to university.”

M
A

THEM
A

TIC
S

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: Maths 6
Students with a 6 should be in the top 1/3 of the grade boundary.

Standard Course Structure: 

A level Mathematics is an 
interesting, thought provoking and 
challenging course. It develops vital 
quantitative and thinking skills that 
universities and employers are keen 
to see. Students enjoy increasing 
their knowledge from GCSE, being 
able to see how that maths they 
learn can be applied to different 
situations and that real feeling of 
satisfaction when you solve a tricky 
problem! Students will develop their 
knowledge and skill in mathematical 
argument, language and proof, 
problem solving and mathematical 
modelling. The use of technology 
including calculators and graph 
software is interwoven throughout 
the course, to help students develop 
a greater understanding of the 
methods, but also keeping up with 
the modern world where technology 
is part of our everyday life.

Mathematics requires hard work, 
enthusiasm and an enquiring mind. 
Problem solving is a key element, so 
those skills are developed through 
the work and questions set. We 
use active teaching methods and 
encourage group work to discuss 

the best approach to questions, 
apply the knowledge in different 
contents and problem-solving tasks 
to fully develop your understanding.

The A level specification is identical 
for all exam boards, but we have 
chosen the AQA exam board for 
their style of exam questions and 
the use of the statistical information 
that is studied as part of the course. 
You will learn about three different 
strands of maths, pure, mechanics 
and statistics. The pure mathematics 
is the number and algebra 
element, building on your GCSE 
knowledge, quadratics, angles and 
trigonometry, some of which will be 
drawn upon in Product Design. 

The Statistics is the analysis of data, 
which can be applied in many 
different contexts and will support 
the work you do in other subjects you 
do too, like Geography and Business. 
Mechanics is the application of 
maths to physical situations, like 
forces acting on a car, projectile of 
a ball and calculating velocities of 
various particles. We have a variety 
of experiments we can do in the 
classroom to demonstrate these 
processes.

If you have questions about the 
course, email Mrs Sharpe the course 
leader:

csharpe@attleboroughacademy.org

A TRUE FACILITATING 
SUBJECT - A-LEVEL MATHS 
OPENS DOORS

Maths at A level never once felt boring, the teachers were 
really passionate about their subject and it really showed, 
the learning environment was always a fun one.

Keelan Greer - Former studentMany of our A-Level 
Mathematicians have 
gone on to study maths at 
university, or related fields 
such as architecture.

A-Level maths is a key 
qualification for those 
looking to enter the world of 
Engineering, whether that’s 
mechanical, computer, 
robotic, industrial, chemical, 
automotive, or aerospace.

A-Level maths will give you 
the edge during your degree 
or apprenticeship if you want 
to enter one of these or many 
other fields that rely on your 
mathematical skills.

A Level Mathematics 
is a well-respected 
qualification as it 
develops logical, 
organised thinking, 
reasoning and 
analysis. 

Year 1
• Mathematical argument, 

language and proof
• Mathematical problem 

solving
• Mathematical modelling
• Pure, Mechanics and 

Statistics

Year 1
• Mathematical argument, 

language and proof
• Mathematical problem 

solving
• Mathematical modelling
• Pure, Mechanics and 

Statistics

Click to go back to subject index

Ross Millburn
Former Attleborough A-Level 
Maths student, now studying 
Mathematics and Actuarial 
Science at the University of 
Leicester
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Students have access to 
professional-level publishing 

software in school and for free 
at home. With a choice on-site 

of the Adobe CS5.5 suite, or the 
brand new Affinity Publisher which 
can be installed for free at home; 

students have access to a range of 
professional grade media software.

Studying a subject 
like Media Studies 
can develop a wide 
range of transferable 
skills including 
analysis, visual 
communication, 
problem solving, 
as well as 
communication, 
presentation and 
organisational skills.

M
EDIA

 STUDIES

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: OCR A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 2x2-hour exams | 1 Non-examined assessment

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4
There is no requirement to have studied Media before.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Foundation Portfolio
• Key Media Concepts
• Foundation Portfolio
• Key Media Concepts

Year 2
• Advanced Portfolio
• Critical Perspectives
• Advanced Portfolio
• Critical Perspectives

Media studies is a broad and 
engaging subject area. The topics 
discussed and examined in the 
subject stretch from disciplines that 
have existed for hundreds of years, 
up to the many contemporary sub-
sectors that exist in 2020.

This subject will challenge you to 
question the information and media 
that you consume on a daily basis. 
You will become more aware of the 
biases, how they present themselves, 
and the impact they have on the 
world we live in.

You will need to have a real interest 
in media - not just the social kind. 
You will learn to interrogate the 
validity of information presented in 
all kinds of media; from newspapers 
and magazines, through TV and 
streaming services, video games, 
radio, the film industry, and more. 
Alongside this, you will develop 
the technical skills required to 
deconstruct and to design media 
products.

We are living in a time when the 
traditional forms of media have 
become less relevant. Where the 

two hundred and eighty characters 
from @POTUS on Twitter, can have 
greater influence than media 
institutions that have existed for 
decades, if not centuries. How has this 
come to pass? What does this mean 
for media companies and the people 
who work for them? And, what does it 
mean for people like us who consume 
more media than ever before.

This is a subject for people who 
are interested in the human world 
around them. You will find that it 
challenges your view of the world 
and opens your eyes to the many 
forms of manipulation that the various 
producers of media employ.

If you would like to find out more, email 
the subject leader, Mr Muggeridge:

bmuggeridge@attleboroughacademy.org

WHOEVER CONTROLS 
THE MEDIA - CONTROLS 
THE CULTURE

Well I think the media has a very powerful influence on 
almost anything and everything we do. The general public 
gets their perception of what is going on from what they get 
through the media.

Dr Anthony Fauci
The Making Media Non-Examined 
assessment takes the form of a set of 
media assets. A website, a layout for a 
print publication, and video/audio to 
contribute to the website. Preparation 
is started in Year 12 and the project is 
completed in Year 13.

An A Level in Media Studies is a 
useful qualification for students 
wishing to take a degree 
course at university in subjects 
including: Media; Print Production, 
Film Studies; Journalism; 
Communication Studies and 
Digital Arts.

Media works well 
alongside many 
other courses and it 
can lead to a wide 
range of careers.

Click to go back to subject index
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“This course created 
a strong foundation 
from which to build; 
topics such as career 
action planning 
and marketing have 
given me a broader 
understanding of 
the music industry.
The structure of the 
assessments has 
meant I arrived at 
BIMM prepared with 
skills that many other 
undergraduates 
lack.”

M
USIC

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: RSL Sub. Diploma for Music Practitioners

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 100% Coursework

Entry Requirements: BTEC First Award (Pass) in Music | Music 4 
or appropriate qualification to be discussed with the Head of Music

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Planning a career in music
• Music Styles
• Lead Performance
• Digital recording and 

production

Year 2
• Music Event Management
• Externally assessed unit: 

Performance or Technology

This course is ideal for those students 
who want to develop skills in 
performance, music technology 
and events management.  Music 
will help you to develop skills in 
analysis and evaluation, whilst 
becoming more independent and 
confident as a learner. You will also 
learn how to market yourself in 
order to gain the best opportunities 
in both further education and 
when seeking work within the music 
industry.

Enrolling on this course will mean 
you take a leading role in the 
wider life of the music department. 
Working with younger students to 
develop their skills, and helping to 
organise public performances.

To support you, you will have regular 
tutorial meetings with staff.  The 
course will begin with a skills audit 
and each student will design, with 
the help of their teacher, a personal 
action plan in order to make the 
most of their strengths and gain 
skills in areas where you are not so 
confident. The personalised nature 
of the course, and support from 
staff will help you to choose the 
pathway in which you will specialise 
during the second year – either 
performance or music technology:

Performance
All students will learn how to 
develop their skills to help them 
find their niche as a performer.  This 
will involve both technical and 
creative performance skills, as well 
as elements such as understanding 
how to work with music technology 
and widening your understanding 
of context and theory.  There will 

be lots of time to play with other 
students and specialist instrumental 
or vocal lessons will also support 
your musical journey.  Should you 
take Performance as your specialist 
pathway in Year 2, you will go on 
to craft your performance persona 
further, working with others to 
create a suitable set for a live 
performance.

Music Technology
All students will learn how to record 
and edit recordings within a studio 
environment.  In Year 1 you will 
focus on audio fundamentals, 
applying acoustic theory and 
approaches when recording and 
engineering in the studio.  Should 
you take Music Technology as your 
specialist pathway in Year 2, you 
will go on to learn how to develop 
these skills as a sound engineer 
during live performances.

To prepare for this course, and 
throughout your time in the sixth 
form, we recommend taking 
advantage of the many local 
opportunities to gain experience 
within the arts, as well as seeking out 
performance opportunities in the 
local area.  Get hands-on where 
you can, meet new people and 
create your own musical identity.  

Find out more about the course by 
emailing the course leader:

kbanham@attleboroughacademy.org

IT IS THE UNIVERSAL 
LANGUAGE - AND 
SOMEBODY HAS TO 
CRAFT IT

This course is designed to make you ready to join the 
industry. This is an excellent first step on the road to a job in 
the world of media - whether it’s music, film, television, or 
many others.

Many of our students go on to 
study music at university, and 
some gain work within the music 
industry.  However, another 
advantage to this course is the 
high number of UCAS points it 
offers, which is useful for students 
who take music, but are planning 
to take another subject at 
university.

Students could progress to a wide 
range of specialist roles in performing, 
composing, recording, live sound, 
publishing, arts administration, teaching, 
events, and music therapy. 

This course is designed for people who want to 
be actively involved, there are a minimum of 
two public performances each year - these are 
planned and organised by students as part of 
their course.

If you have studied an 
instrument before, but haven’t 
taken Music as a GCSE or 
equivalent - talk to us about 
arranging an interview!

Click to go back to subject index

Heidi Lodge
Former Attleborough RSL 
Music student, now studying 
Event Management at the 
British and Irish Modern Music 
Institute (Brighton)
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You will need a digital SLR camera - something 
in the Nikon D3500 or Canon EOS 4000 range 
is a good standard - there is no need to spend 
over £500 on a camera body - and we can 
advise you on equipment and suppliers. Wex 
Photographic often have very good deals on 
second-hand equipment.

Studying 
photography 
develops your 
specialist technical 
knowledge around 
equipment, 
techniques and style, 
but it also enhances 
your creative, 
social and cultural 
understanding. 
Remember “You 
bring to the act of 
photography all the 
pictures you have 
seen, the books you 
have read, the music 
you have heard, the 
people you have 
loved.”

PHO
TO

G
RA

PHY

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: Combination of coursework/practical and written exam

Entry Requirements: Art (or similar) 5  |  English Language 4 

Standard Course Structure: Years alternate
Year A
• Internally assessed - 

Photographic techniques 
materials and processes

• Externally assessed - 
Visual recording and 
communication

Year B
• Externally assessed - Critical 

and contextual studies
• Internally assessed - The 

creative process

The BTEC Level 3 qualification is 
designed to provide a coherent 
introduction to the study of 
Photography within Art and Design 
at this level.

The content of this qualification has 
been developed in consultation 
with academics to ensure that 
it supports progression to higher 
education including the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and attributes 
required in the sector. In addition, 
employers and professional bodies 
have been involved and consulted, 
in order to confirm that the content 
is also appropriate and consistent 
with current practice for students 
choosing to enter employment 
directly in the creative industry 
sector. 

Students develop Photography 
projects and gain an understanding 
of the creative process. They 
study visual recording and 
communication, critical analysis 
and production skills, to produce 
photographic outcomes. 

Photography is used to convey 
personal identity more widely than 
any other art form, is applied in the 
creative process across art, craft 
and design and is widely used in 
social, commercial and scientific 
contexts.

You will learn and know about 
the operations and principles of 
creating a photographic image, 
including the use of available and 
controlled light, lenses, cameras and 
light-sensitive materials, including 
digital and non-digital methods. As 
part of the digital component of 
the course, you will be introduced 
to two different software packages; 
Affinity Photo (which we enable 
you to install at home for free) and 
Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom.

Find out more about the course 
by emailing the course leader, Mrs 
Marsh.

smarsh@attleboroughacademy.org

IT TAKES A LOT OF 
LOOKING BEFORE 
YOU LEARN TO SEE THE 
EXTRAORDINARY

There is only you and your camera. The limitations in your 
photography are in yourself, for what we see is what we are.

Ernst Haas

Many photographers will tend to stay with 
the same brand of camera for a long 
time, as lens mounts can be manufactur-
er specific. If you have a Nikon camera 
you will need lenses that fit a Nikon 
camera.

Most camera kits come with an 18-55mm 
lens, and this will be sufficient for getting 
started (and may be all you need).

Good students of photography are 
the ones who commit time and 
thought to their photos. There is no 
substitute for those two elements - you 
will take thousands of photos in search 
of the right ones.

The raw materials 
of photography 
are light and time, 
the end result is 
storytelling.

We are investigating 
the possibility of 
offering the double 
award! Get in touch if 
you are interested!
acole@attleboroughacademy.org

If you have haven’t taken 
Art (or similar) as a GCSE or 
equivalent - talk to us about 
arranging an interview with the 
portfolio of your work!

Click to go back to subject index

Ansel Adams



54 55Attleborough Sixth Form Attleborough Sixth Form

  Prospectus 2021-22Prospectus 2021-22

Amongst the options for units 
that can be studied in Year 2, is 
Medical Physics. If you’re interested 
in a career in Radiography, or 
Oncology, this unit will give you the 
fundamental understanding of how 
those therapies work.

Physics helps us to 
understand how the 
world around us works, 
from can openers, 
light bulbs and cell 
phones to muscles, 
lungs and brains; from 
paints, piccolos and 
pirouettes to cameras, 
cars and cathedrals; 
from earthquakes, 
tsunamis and 
hurricanes to quarks, 
DNA and black holes. 
From the prosaic . . . 
to the profound . . . 
to the poetic. . .

Cornell University

PHYSIC
S

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: Double Award Science 6-6 or Physics 6 + one 
other Science 6  |  Maths 5  |  English 5

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Particles and radiation
• Waves and optics
• Mechanics and materials
• Electricity
• Practical Skills

Year 2
• Mechanics and thermal 

physics
• Fields (gravitational, 

electric, magnetic)
• Nuclear Physics
• Option topic chosen from: 

Astrophysics, Medical, 
Engineering, Turning points, 
Electronics

With an ongoing shortage of people 
to fill STEM roles, pursuing subjects 
such as Physics can lead to excellent 
employment prospects after 
university. Even if you don’t go on to 
become a physicist, learning to think 
like one will equip you with excellent 
problem-solving skills.

Physicists look for the hidden laws 
as to why all matter and energy 
exists, where it comes from and its 
behaviour. These laws can then be 
used to develop new materials and 
technologies to improve our lives 
and explore further into everything 
from the tiniest particles to stars and 
the universe.

If you are interested in the limits of 
space, the beginning of time and 
everything in between this is the 
subject for you.

Physics is one of the Russell Group 
universities’ ‘facilitating’ subjects — 

so called because choosing them 
at A-level allows a wide range of 
options for degree study.

Within the AQA specification, topics 
covered include measurements and 
their errors, particles and radiation, 
waves, mechanics and materials, 
electricity, thermal physics, fields 
and their consequences, nuclear 
physics, astrophysics, medical 
physics and engineering physics.

Physics trains your brain to think 
beyond boundaries. The subject 
combines practical skills with 
theoretical ideas. Analytical, 
mathematical and problem - solving 
skills become highly developed 
through Physics A-level.

Find out more about the course 
by emailing the course leader, Mr 
Groves:

sgroves@attleboroughacademy.org

ENTER A WORLD DEEP 
BENEATH THE SURFACE 
OF NORMAL HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE

Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost 
everything we know. They probe the furthest reaches of the 
earth and space and study the smallest pieces of matter. In Year 1 we study waves and optics, 

then in Year 2 we study fields, includ-
ing those that create the incredible 
visual phenomena, the Aurora Borealis 
that can, very occasionally, be seen 
from Norfolk.

Physics is applied 
mathematics, and it 
provides us with the deeper 
understanding of how the 
forces and particles around us 
combine to create what we 
see and experience.

“Physics has helped 
me enormously 
in my path to 
becoming an 
engineer. It laid 
the groundwork for 
everything I have 
learned since.”

Click to go back to subject index
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Year 1 is spent examining British politics, 
and the core elements that make up our 
Parliament. By understanding our politics, 
we can start to understand the politics of 
the world at large.

It’s ideal if you’re 
considering 
studying Politics, 
History, Sociology, 
Ethics, Advertising 
or Journalism at 
university. It is 
highly regarded by 
employers across 
a wide range of 
industries, and will 
prepare you for 
becoming an active 
and informed citizen.

PO
LITIC

S

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: English Language 5
There is no requirement to have studied Politics before - 5 if taken.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Democracy & Constitution 

of the UK
• UK Political Parties and the 

Executive
• Pressure Groups and the 

Legislature
• Electoral systems and the 

Judiciary
• The EU and the Supreme 

Court

Year 2
• Socialism and 

Conservativism
• Liberalism and Nationalism
• US Democracy and 

Constitution
• US Political Parties and the 

Executive
• US Pressure Groups and the 

Legislature
• US Civil Liberties and Civil 

Rights

There’s no denying that it’s one of 
the most interesting and engaging 
qualifications you can choose. 
A-level Government and Politics 
enables students to develop their 
critical thinking skills and enhance 
their ability to interpret, evaluate 
and comment on the nature of 
politics.

Covering news and current affairs 
from the UK and US, it helps you 
understand how the UK country is 
run and develops research, written 
communication and debate skills. 
It also helps grow your confidence. 
This course is particularly suitable for 
students who have or are considering 
studying studied Citizenship, History, 
and English.

In the first year, students will 
concentrate on people, politics and 
participation as well as governing 
modern Britain. In the second 
year students will learn about the 
popular options: US politics and US 
government, comparative politics 

and ideologies. Other options have 
also been introduced, including 
political issues and ideologies in 
action.

No specialist knowledge is needed 
but an interest in current affairs and 
the news is desirable. It may also 
appeal to students who wish to study 
Government and Politics or History at 
a higher level. It is hoped to organise 
a trip to Washington D.C to visit the 
White House, and see American 
Government in action, if there is 
enough interest. 

For more information about the 
Politics A-Level, contact the subject 
leaders, Miss Murray.

dmurray@attleboroughacademy.org

LIVELY, RELEVANT, 
CONTROVERSIAL… 
THERE ARE MANY WAYS 
TO DESCRIBE A-LEVEL 
POLITICS

One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is 
that you end up being governed by your inferiors.

Plato

We are living through what will likely 
be considered one of the most 
tumultuous periods of American 
Political history - Year 2 is spent 
examining the American political 
system and comparing it to the UK.

During the two year 
course, students will get the 
opportunity to watch  live 
debates in the House of 
Commons, and will meet with 
ministers for a Q&A.

“Politics was the 
most interesting 
thing I have 
ever studied. I 
understand my 
own views so much 
better now.”

Click to go back to subject index
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Students from Attleborough have gone on to study 
all manner of design, including Industrial Design at 
Loughborough, Product Design at Brunel, Fashion 
Design at NUA, Design Engineering at Manchester, 
and many more.

The course will 
prepare you for 
progression in any 
design specialism, 
whether this is 
Product Design, 
Architecture, Graphic 
Communication or 
Engineering.

PRO
DUC

T DESIG
N

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 1x1.5hr + 1x2.5hr exam and Coursework (50%)

Entry Requirements: Design Technology (or equivalent) 5

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Key Design Principles
• Polymers
• Timbers and Manmade 

boards
• Pure Metals and Alloys
• Smart and Modern Materials
• Composites
• The History of Design
• Coursework skills 

development: introduction, 
development, proposal, 
and testing

Year 2
• Iconic Design
• Product Evolution and 

Major Developments in 
Technology

• Sustainability and 
Environmental Concerns

• Modern Manufacturing 
Systems

• Final Coursework: 
introduction, development, 
proposal, realisation, testing 
and evaluation

This engaging course is based on 
the design and manufacture of 
products for everyday use. Product 
Design is equally rewarding and 
challenging and potential students 
should have a strong interest in 
the area of design. The course 
allows students to develop their 
own creativity, design capability, 
modelling and manufacturing skills 
and they will have the opportunity to 
work with a large range of materials 
and processes in order to produce 
their manufactured outcomes.

This Product Design course has been 
carefully selected and designed to 
be a natural progression from the 
Design and Technology course at 
GCSE level. Students will be taught 
industry standard CAD software 
alongside more traditional graphic 
techniques to produce their design 
proposals. Students are encouraged 
to become independent learners 
and will gain an understanding 
of professional designers in their 
work. They will learn workshop skills 

to produce scale models of their 
proposal and will develop their ideas 
using workshop tools and equipment. 
The department has an extensive 
range of industry machinery and 
throughout the course students will 
be taught how to operate these 
correctly and safely to produce their 
project outcomes.

A high proportion of previous 
students have gone on to study 
a university course within the field 
of design and this course will allow 
for progression into any design 
specialism, whether this is Product 
Design, Architecture, Graphic 
Communication or Engineering. 
There are opportunities to enter 
into local and national design 
competitions and also take part in 
additional design activities, most 
notably a trip to ‘New Designers’ 
graduate exhibition in London and 
to present their work at the end of 
year design exhibition held at the 
Academy.

This Product Design course boasts 
a high success rate for students, 
achieving many years of outstanding 
results. Applicants must have a real 
interest in how the products around 
us work as well as how, what and 
why they have been designed and 
made in this way.

Find out more about the course by 
emailing the course leader, Mr Jeffs.

ljeffs@attleboroughacademy.org

GOOD DESIGN IS 
OBVIOUS - GREAT 
DESIGN IS TRANSPARENT

There are three responses to a piece of design - yes, no and 
WOW! Wow is the one to aim for.

Milton Glaser

Students are challenged to produce 
end-products that are far more than 
the minimum requirement for this 
course. Where other providers set you a 
narrow brief - we want to see what you 
can do.

From kite-surfing rigs, to intricate 
waterfountains, to every mount, desk, 
chair, and bow and arrow case in 
between. 

Taught by staff with high level 
degrees in design and engineering, 
this is a truly specialist department. 
You will get incredible support in 
making your ideas into reality.

Consistently one of 
the best performing 
Product Design 
courses of any 
college or Sixth 
Form in the county.

If you haven’t studied 
a practical technology 
subject at GCSE, get in 
touch with us if you’d like 
to talk about the skills 
you can be working on 
to prepare for this course

Click to go back to subject index
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A Degree in Psychology does not require 
you to have studied Psychology A Level. 
However, many courses ask for a science 
subject, of which Psychology is one.

PSYC
HO
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Y

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3 exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: English 5  |  Maths 4
Double Science or Biology GCSE 4

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Social Psychology
• Memory
• Developmental Psychology
• Approaches
• Psychopathology
• Research methods 

throughout

Year 2
• Issues and debates
• Relationships
• Schizophrenia
• Addiction
• Research methods 

throughout If you have an interest in explaining 
behaviours, including your own as 
well as that of others around you, 
then is the course for you.

Following the AQA A 7181/7182 
specification, you will study a range 
of universal behaviours and issues 
that play a prominent role in modern 
life. We will discuss how individuals 
can create social change and 
in contrast to this, the impact of 
conformity to rules and social roles. 
We will also consider the impact of 
early life on development and adult 
life. We will look at the role played by 
memory in forming personality and 
life as you understand it to be as well 
as the limitations of memory and 
the impact that such limitations can 
have. We will also look at the role 
played by different parts of the brain 
in creating behavioural patterns 
and in some cases psychological 
disorders.

At A Level, we will look at one 
disorder, Schizophrenia, in greater 
depth by assessing differing views 

on what causes the symptoms 
and what differing treatments are 
available to reduce symptoms. We 
will research studies that aim to 
explain how and why relationships 
form and break down. 

We will also consider what causes 
addiction and the implications 
of these suggestions in terms of 
how best to reduce the problems 
created by addictive behaviour.

By the end of the course, you should 
have a better idea of what factors 
lead to the creation of personalities 
and behaviours, including what 
factors may have led to the 
creation of your own behavioural 
characteristics.

We will examine and debate differing 
theories that underpin explanations 
for all behaviours. You will also learn 
how a Psychologist completes an 
investigation and practise small-
scale research yourself.

Find out more about the course 
by emailing the course leader, Mr 
Hendy:

phendy@attleboroughacademy.org

BEING A HUMAN BEING IS 
DIFFICULT, FRIGHTENING, 
AND PROBLEMATIC

I have been primarily interested in how and why ordinary 
people do unusual things, things that seem alien to their 
natures. Why do good people sometimes act evil? Why do 
smart people sometimes do dumb or irrational things?

Prospects include, but are not limited to:

• Child Care Worker, Child Psychologist, 
Clinical Psychologist and Cognitive 
Psychologist

• Counselling, Criminal Investigator, 
Educational Psychologist, Forensic 
Psychologist, Journalist Lawyer and 
Military Psychologist

• Neurologist, Police Officer, Psychiatrist, 
Teacher, Social Worker, Sports 
Psychologist and College Lecturer

A Level Psychology 
will provide you with 
the skills required of an 
undergraduate. 

An inquiring mind is 
needed for this subject. 
You will develop the 
ability to use scientific 
research findings to 
support and challenge 
various claims about 
why people behave 
the way that they do.

Psychology is the scientific study of 
the mind and its functions that can 
help to explain human behaviour. 

Psychology AS-Level is covered 
in Year 1 of the course - and 
can be taken as a standalone 
qualification, if chosen as a 4th 
subject.

Specific research 
methods sessions 
give you a 
grounding in 
research principles 
you will encounter 
at university.

Philip Zimbardo - Stanford Prison Experiment
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In the second year of the course you study one 
religion in detail. This is likely to be Buddhism - and 
you will examine closely each of the topics covered 
in year one, specifically applied to Buddhism. The 
second part of the year is then spent analysing the 
dialogues that have taken place, and the rela-
tionship, between Buddhism and wider philosophy 
and ethics. Other religions may be selected by the 
department for inclusion in the course.

This course is 
scheduled to run 
from September 
2021. This is 
dependent on there 
being sufficient 
interest and students 
enrolling, for the 
class to be viable.

If you’re interested, 
please email Mr 
Cole to register your 
interest:

acole@attleboroughacademy.org

RELIG
IO

US STUDIES

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

The below details are subject to change.

Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 2 Years

Assessment: 2x3-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: English Lang. 5  |  Religious Studies (or similar) 5

Expected Course Structure: 

Year 1
• Arguments for the existence 

of God
• Evil and suffering
• Religious experiences
• Religious language
• Miracles
• Self, death and the afterlife
• Normative ethical theories
• Natural and moral law
• Meta Ethics
• Free will, responsibility and 

conscience

Year 2 (Buddhism as example 
chosen religion)
• Sources of wisdom and 

authority
• Ultimate reality
• Self, death and the afterlife
• Good conduct and key 

moral principles
• Expressions of identity
• Gender and sexuality
• The challenge of secularism
• Migration and pluralism
• Dialogues with Philosophy 

and ethics

“Religion can inspire and provoke, 
unite and polarize.  It is the primary 
expression of humanity’s quest 
to find meaning and purpose.  
Understanding this phenomenon 
helps us explore the most basic 
questions of our existence. From 
politics and art, to science and 
war, the study of religion opens a 
gateway to understanding the world 
around us.”

Irrespective of which other subjects 
you study, Religious Studies 
connects to them. Every science, 
every art, and every humanity, 
rests on the thoughts and writings 
of thousands of others. Without 
exception, religion has played a part 
in the development of all of them. In 
particular, studying History or Politics 
will show you just how influential 
religion has been in our progress as 
a species in the recent past. 

Religious Studies remains one of 
the most well respected A-Levels, 
alongside English Literature, 
the Science and Maths. It is a 
challenging course, that will test 
your ability to think independently. 

It is without question, likely to be 
one of the most testing educational 
experiences of your school career - 
but with that comes the potential for 
the greatest reward.

Universities respect and value 
Religious Studies A-Level, as it 
builds in students excellent critical 
thinking skills and it demands they 
become excellent communicators. 
As you might expect, this means 
that employers value it, because 
good communicators are vital in all 
organisations.

If you want to find out more about 
this really exciting course, email the 
course leader, Mr Abbas:

aabbas@attleboroughacademy.org

WHAT IS THERE 
BESIDES RELIGION, 
PHILOSOPHY, AND 
ETHICS?

The study of religion prepares you for more than a career - it 
prepares you for life.

Stanford University

At the end of year 1 you will study 
the work of two key thinkers; Jeremy 
Bentham and Immanuel Kant. It is 
through this examination that you will 
see the crossover between Religion, 
Philosophy and Ethics, with Politics 
during the Enlightenment era.

In studying normative 
ethical theories, you will go 
as far back into history as 
Aristotle. 

Critical thinking, 
cultural awareness, 
and the ability to 
form a persuasive 
argument, are three 
of the many reasons 
to study this subject.

New for 2021
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Society is mirrored in many forms of media, 
and from a simple children’s toy through to 
complex film, theatre, or political debate.

We see elements of societal norms and 
conventions reflected everywhere. Sociology 
is about examining those norms in order to 
challenge them.

“Sociology quickly 
became my favourite 
subject when studying 
at Sixth Form! One 
reason for this was 
because of the 
opportunity to engage 
in group discussion 
about various topics. 

I truly believe studying 
sociology has opened 
up a broad range of 
options for my future.”

SO
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Exam Board & Course Type: AQA A-Level

Flexibility: 1 (AS-Level) or 2 Years

Assessment: 3x2-hour exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4
There is no requirement to have studied Sociology before - 4 if taken.

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Unit 1 - Education
• Unit 2 - Families and 

Households
• Unit 3 - Research Methods
• Unit 4 - Methods in Context
• Unit 7 - Theory and methods

Year 2
• Unit 5  - Crime and 

Deviance
• Unit 6 - Media
• Unit 7 - Theory and methods

Emma Foster
Year 1 International 
Development and 
Environment student 
at UEA

If you have an enquiring mind, an 
ability to communicate effectively 
and an interest in contemporary 
social issues, A Level Sociology is the 
subject to study.

Following the AQA 7191/7192 
specification, you will study society 
and social interaction, exploring 
the themes of socialisation, culture 
and identity, social differentiation 
and power and stratification. We 
will discuss how society creates the 
citizens it wants, who decides how 
we should live our lives and how 
they got that power. We will also 
consider why we are not all treated 
in the same way. We will look at how 
families, the education system, the 
mass media and the criminal justice 
system operate and try to control us.

By the end of the course, you should 
have a better idea of how we create 
our society.  

We will examine and debate 
differing sociological theories and 
concepts and apply them to current 
situations. You will also learn how a 
Sociologist researches a social issue 
and practice research yourself.

Sociology combines well with many 
subjects, but especially those that 
share similar analytical approaches, 
such as; History, Geography, Politics, 
Psychology, Business, the Sciences 
and Mathematics.

It is particularly useful to have studied 
Sociology if you are interested in 
careers or Higher Education in any 
of the following fields, but it useful for 
many other destinations:

• Social Work
• Teaching
• Journalism and Broadcasting
• Local Government and Civil 

Service
• Youth and Community work
• The Law
• The Police and Probation 

Service

If you are considering this course, you 
could read more about Sociology 
by visiting the website of the British 
Sociological Society, www.britsoc.
co.uk.

If you have any questions, get in touch 
with the course leader, Mrs Covington 
by emailing her:

ecovington@attleboroughacademy.org

FOR THOSE THAT WANT 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

I was a Sociology major. It had nothing to do with the law, 
though I went on to Law School. I tried to choose something 
I cared about.

You will study the work 
and approaches of  
important thinkers from 
recent history. 

This course requires you 
to have an interest in the 
politics and the history 
behind our society today.

You are in the generation 
most likely to be targeted 
by manipulative media.

At the same time, your 
generation is divided into 
the demographics who 
are most likely and least 
likely to spot that you’re 
being manipulated. 

Sociology teaches 
you to hold those in 
power to account.

Michelle Obama
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This course, either Extended Certificate 
or Diploma will allow you to progress 
into the work place within the sporting 
sector or give you UCAS points 
allowing you to gain a university 
place.

“Sport at Level 3 is 
really enjoyable; 
the combination 
of coursework and 
exam means that 
there is the challenge 
of an A-Level 
with the practical 
elements that I love 
about sport. It is a 
qualification that 
rewards effort, and 
you really do get 
out what you put in. 
I’m really pleased 
with my choice and 
would recommend it 
to anyone.”

James Blyth
Current Double Award 
Sport Student

SPO
RT
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Exam Board & Course Type: Cambridge Technical Level 3 either: 

Extended Certificate (1 A-Level equivalent) or Diploma (2 A-LE)

Flexibility: 2 years

Assessment: Written assignments, practical lessons, and exam

Entry Requirements: PE GCSE grade 5 | or Merit in BTEC Level 2 Sport

Standard Course Structure: 
Single Award Units
• Body systems and effects of 

physical activity (Exam)
• Sports coaching and 

activity leadership (Int.)
• Sports organisation and 

development (Exam)
• Performance analysis in 

sport and exercise (Int.)
• Practical skills in sport and 

physical activities (Int.)

Double Award Units
• Working safely in sport, 

exercise, health and leisure 
(Exam)

• Organisation of sports 
events (Int.)

• Physical activity for specific 
groups (Int.)

• Sports injuries and 
rehabilitation (Int.)

• Health and fitness testing for 
sport and exercise (Int.)

Attleborough Sixth Form are offering 
the opportunity to study OCR Level 
3 Cambridge Technical Sport and 
Physical Activity at either Extended 
Certificate level (equivalent to 1 A 
Level) or Diploma level (equivalent 
to 2 A Levels). 

So if you are looking for a course 
to accompany your other choices 
or if you are looking for a future in 
sport but want the flexibility to add 
an additional A Level, we have a 
course that suits you.

Both courses are a nice blend of 
internally assessed coursework, 
marked by your teachers and 
verified by OCR and external 
examined units. Units are completed 
throughout the course which allows 
you to see your points build up and 
closely monitor progress against your 
target grades. 

Alongside your learning in the 
classroom we aim to give you 
as many real life opportunities 
as possible. Opportunities to see 
and go to sporting businesses that 
are successful, university visits, 
question and answer sessions with 
professionals within the  sector. 

During the two years we will use 
every opportunity to use practical 
aspects to aid teaching and will get 
you working with younger members 
within the school for coaching and 
delivery of presentations.

If you have any questions, get in touch 
with the course leader, Mrs Sparrow 
by emailing her:

tsparrow@attleboroughacademy.org

YOU MISS 100% OF THE 
SHOTS YOU DON’T TAKE

You need three things to win: discipline, hard work and, 
before everything, commitment. No one will make it without 
those three. Sport teaches you that.

Haile Gebrselassie

New this year, we have custom kit 
for students enrolled on the Level 3 
Sport course.

Employment opportunities:

PE teacher, Sport Scientist, Coach, 
Leisure Industry, Physiotherapist, 
Sports massage, Sports injury, Sports 
management, Sports Administrator 
and Professional Sports Person

Single or double-
award, this is a 
course with the 
flexibility to make 
sport a valuable 
part of your Level 3 
portfolio. 
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Exam Board & Course Type: AQA Level 3 Certificate

Flexibility: 1 or 2 Years

Assessment: 2 exams at the end of the course

Entry Requirements: Maths 5 

Standard Course Structure: 
Year 1
• Data, numerical 

calculations and 
percentages

• Spreadsheets and Fermi 
estimation

• Representing data 
numerically and graphically

• Interest Rates APR/AER
• Regression lines
• Collecting and sampling 

data

Year 2
• Financial Problem Solving
• Critically analysing data 

quoted in the media
• Surface area and similarity
• Critical analysis of financial 

data
• Pre-release material 

analysis
• Probability, estimation and 

confidence
• Presenting logical 

arguments using data

Level 3 Mathematical Studies (also known 
as Core Maths) focuses on using mainly 
familiar maths in a range of contexts to 
help prepare students to be competent 
and confident in using maths in their studies, 
careers and lives.

The qualification is equivalent to an AS level.
The content is based around the new GCSE 
Maths Higher Tier (first teaching 2015), with 
around 20% taken from other qualifications, 
for example A-level Maths. The course 
develops mathematical and thinking skills 
appropriate for a Level 3 qualification.

Two exams will be taken at the end of two 
years: one generic exam and an exam 
chosen from one of 3 pathways.

The pathways are statistical techniques, 
critical path and risk analysis or graphical 
techniques.  Pre-release materials are issued 
in March which form the basis of around 1/3 
of the pathway exam. 

The qualification will be considered for 
UCAS, and has supported numerous 
students’ applications for apprenticeships 
and accountancy training. This course will 
complement subjects such as the Sciences, 
Psychology, Sociology and Geography 
as well as Forensics, due to its statistical 
content and focus on critical thinking and 
reasoning.

For more information about Core Maths, 
contact the subject leader: Mrs Battell

sbattell@attleboroughacademy.org

A SET OF 
FUNDAMENTAL 
SKILLS FOR LIFE

Without maths 
there’s nothing 
you can do. 
Everything 
around you is 
maths. Everything 
is numbers.

EXTEN
DED PRO

JEC
T
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Exam Board & Course Type: Edexcel Level 3 Project

Flexibility: 1 or 2 Years

Assessment: 1 Piece of Coursework - equivalent to 120 hours

Entry Requirements: English Language 4  |  Maths 4

Standard Course Structure: 
You will learn:
• To plan and manage long 

term projects
• Selecting research and 

referencing
• Structure of academic 

writing
• Self-review skills

You will be assessed on:
• The quality of the initial 

plan and your approach to 
following it

• The range and quality 
of your sources and 
bibliography

• How effectively you 
synthesise research to draw 
conclusions

• The depth and quality of 
your evaluation of your 
work

The Level 3 Extended Project gives you 
the chance to explore something that 
really interests you. It is all about student 
choice; you can choose a topic relating 
to a subject you’re studying, a subject 
that isn’t available at A-Level, or an area 
of wider, personal interest, and study it in 
greater depth. The Project qualification is 
equivalent to an AS-Level that will earn you 
extra UCAS points and teach you skills that 
are valued by employers, apprenticeship 
providers, and universities.

Undertaking an Extended Project 
Qualification will allow you to develop a 
broad spectrum of skills, including: planning, 
managing, completing, and evaluating 
your Project. You will learn to work 
independently, use your initiative, project-
manage, research, solve problems and 
present to a group. Through in-depth study, 
you will develop and apply skills creatively, 
resulting in one of the four following Project 
outcomes: a dissertation; an investigation 
or fieldwork; a performance; or an artefact.

Planning, researching, and evaluating a 
self-selected Project topic offers you the 
opportunity to stand out from the crowd, 
putting you in good stead for your future 
career or studies at university. You will be 
given guidance to help you develop the 
skills you need to manage your Project. 
What you learn and how you perform 
throughout the time spent on your Project 
all count towards your final grade. The 
flexibility of this extra qualification allows 
your research to be an enjoyable process, 
as well as one that provides valuable skills 
that are really helpful to whichever path 
you want to pursue in the future.

For more information, contact the course 
leader, Mr Nevard:

dnevard@attleboroughacademy.org

PREPARATION 
FOR NOT JUST 
ANY FUTURE... 
YOUR FUTURE

Research is 
creating new 
knowledge.

Neil Armstrong
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Students are encouraged to be as 
actively involved in securing a work 
placement as possible. 

When students take ownership of 
the process, the outcomes for them 
are much improved.
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Whether they want to move on to an apprenticeship, a 
college course, or A-Levels, the A2A Course is designed to 
facilitate that next step.

At Attleborough Academy we can 
offer a unique learning pathway that 
allows us to match the individual 
need, ability and interest of a 
student with a programme of study 
that most effectively prepares them 
for a bright future. 

The introduction of the A2A 
programme has enabled us to offer 
students a bespoke course which 
combines subjects taught in school, 
business and industry engagement, 
and valuable work experience. 
The entire year’s programme is 
constructed to support successful 
progression towards each student’s 
individual future goals. 

This one year pathway of study aims 
to provide a bridge between Year 
11 completion and the next stage, 
effectively preparing students for 
the world of work, for embarking on 
apprenticeships, or, by increasing 
their qualifications, improving their 
readiness to begin full A Level 
courses in the near future. The 
majority of students joining the A2A 
group at the academy will carry out 
two days a week work experience 
with a local business or industry. 

Since the launch of this course in 
2016, A2A students have gathered 
substantial and meaningful work 
related skills in a diverse range 
of placements, which included 
a large construction company, 
car mechanics business, leisure 
and charity organisations, retail 
businesses, and educational and 
medical institutions. 

Students participating in the A2A 
programme will also have timetabled 
taught lessons within the academy 
for GCSE retakes, (with particular 
focus on English and Maths) and/
or additional Level 2 qualifications. 
All students will study for the Higher 
Project Qualification which will be 
focussed on their specific area of 
interest or future goals. They will 
also have supervised guided study 
periods and will receive substantial 
tutor and mentoring support.

If you are a student who previously 
felt that Sixth Form was not the place 
for you - either because you desire 
to follow a less traditional and more 
work related programme of learning, 
or because you did not yet achieve 
the required quantity of GCSE and 
equivalent passes to begin A Level 
study – this is the pathway for you.

“A2A allowed me 
to get the GCSEs I 
needed to get into 
Sixth Form, now 
two years later, I’m 
off to Uni - I can’t 
believe it!”

Apprenticeships in 
healthcare, engineering, 
mechanics, and the 
leisure industry, to college 
courses at Level 2 and 3, 
and A-Levels. Louise Caswell

Former A2A and 
Attleborough Sixth Form 
student, now in Year 1 of 
Fine Art at the University 
of Newcastle.

THE ‘ACCESS 2’ COURSE

Sometimes, students reach the end of 
Year 11 and are not ready for the next 
step. Sometimes, they realised too 
late what they wanted their next step 
to be. 

This course is here to bridge that 
gap. The course is designed to 
prepare them for the next part of their 
education, regardless of the results 
they collect in August.

One of our students at work in a 
local primary school. She has since 
started on a path to becoming a 
teaching assistant.

Note: Acceptance onto the A2A Course 
is based on students’ applications, and the 
receipt of an acceptable reference. 

This includes the details of the students’ 
conduct while in Year 11. 

Click to go back to subject index



Our application form can be 
downloaded from our website 
(click here) by hovering over ‘Sixth 
Form’ and choosing ‘Apply’

9 Norwich Road
Attleborough
Norfolk, NR17 2AJ

01953 452335

sixthform@attleboroughacademy.org

www.attleboroughacademy.org
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