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This year, we’re expanding the half-termly Careers & IAG Newsletter, to incorporate other Academy news 

as well. We hope you enjoy reading. 

How Maths Can Save the Planet 

Organised through the Advanced Maths Support 
Programme, students took part in an interactive workshop 
encouraging young mathematicians to continue with maths 
beyond GCSE and see how it is used in the scientific world. 
Matt Parker and a group of leading experts were on hand 
to show how careers that deal with climate change make 
use of statistics, probability, geometry and estimation. This 
was very well timed, as the COP26 meeting was then taking 
place in Scotland; one of the guest speakers actually 
zoomed in from a restaurant between attending talks 
there!  
Students in Years 11 and 12, along with young people from all around the country, logged in to a website 
to answer interactive questions as well as watch presentations. They voted on which processes they 
thought would make the most difference to carbon dioxide emissions, from the use of aeroplanes and 
reducing meat consumption to drinking less tea!  They were also able to ask questions of the scientists; 
Cicely in Year 11 had her question read out: 'What impact have the lockdowns had on the amount of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere?'  

We heard from a mathematician that had visited the Arctic 
in order to investigate ice thickness and how quickly the ice 
is melting.  Her job seemed very interesting, until we saw 
her posing with a gun on her back as protection from the 
polar bears! She showed us scatter graphs of how the 
amount of ice in square km has been declining over the 
years. It made us reflect on what little changes we could 
make in order to help the environment, but also gave the 
students an opportunity to see how a wide range of maths 
that they have learnt in the classroom is being used in 
different areas. The only complaint from the A Level 
students was that the maths was a bit too easy for them! 

 

Parent Council 

Parent Council meets once a term and asks for your views on school life, changes to policy and other 

issues. We are currently trying to make it easier for the Parent Council to be approached by creating a 

dedicated email account. Another venture that the Parent Council are going to be involved in is setting up 

a uniform shop to help parents with the challenges of the ever-growing cost of uniform. Our school 

community really values our parents’ input, so if you are interested in being on the Council, or if you have 

any second hand uniform in good condition that you would like to donate, please get in touch with Miss 

Michala Parks. 

 
 



Lit in Colour 

Attleborough Academy was one of the lucky recipients of 

Penguin Books’ Lit in Colour scheme, receiving 100 books by 

writers of colour, plus 30 copies of Empireland by Sathnam 

Sanghera.  

From 1,600 applications, we were one of the 500 schools 

chosen to receive all these books for free! 

The aim of the scheme is to increase the diversity of literature 

that is available to young people in schools.  

We can’t wait to share these with our students.  

 

 

Sixth Form 

Study Skills Workshops: Across six weeks at the beginning of the term, students took part in hosted 

sessions with representatives from the Universities of Lincoln, Essex, and Hertfordshire, and staff from the 

Academy. These sessions focused on developing their academic skills, from research and referencing, to 

essay writing and time management. 

UCAS and University Applications Workshops: It is the time of year when many of our Year 13s are getting 

ready to send their university applications (if they haven’t already). Over the term we have hosted weekly 

drop-in sessions and group sessions on perfecting personal statements, and making sure their course and 

university choices are the right ones for them. 

Money Workshops: With expert presenters, our students took part in the first of a series of workshops to 

help them best understand their money. This session focused on bank accounts, credit, and student 

finances, with future sessions to include borrowing, mortgages, applying for student finance, and managing 

your money while an apprentice or in early employment. 

Students’ Union Elections: Our new Students’ Union committees have been elected and have started their 

work – the committees in action already are: the Community committee, whose work will include helping 

our students to make an impact on the wider school and local community; the Mental Health and 

Wellbeing committee, who will be examining ways to support students in the school; the Fundraising and 

Charity committee, who will be spearheading fundraising efforts in the Sixth Form; and the Year 13 

Leavers’ committee, who will organise their leavers’ events at the end of the year. 

Year 12 Volunteering: Our Year 12 students have applied for, been interviewed, and appointed to their 

volunteering roles for the year. With work having started in a number of community placements, alongside 

a range of in-school activities, it will continue the excellent work of giving back to our school and local 

community. 

 

 



Charity 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our charity work and fundraising this year.                             

In September, a coffee morning raised £332 for Macmillan Cancer Support and, in November, our Children 

in Need non-uniform day and bake sale raised over £700! This month, we have been so grateful for all your 

donations for the Attleborough food bank, and we’re looking to raise more money on the last day of term 

with a non-uniform Christmas Jumper Day. Money raised from this will go to Save the Children.  

 
 
Many thanks to everyone who donated to this year's Attleborough Foodbank appeal; we believe it 
is the largest amount of food/non-food items we have ever collected. Thank you particularly to Mrs 
Flaherty who led on this and to use her words: 'It never ceases to amaze me how generous and 
compassionate we are as a community and your generosity will certainly make a big difference over 
Christmas to those who are struggling.’ 
 
Thank you again and Happy Christmas to you all! 
 
Best wishes 
Mr Neil McShane 
Executive Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Careers & IAG 
The Careers & IAG (Information, Advice & Guidance) news section is intended to give you an overview of 

any resources, activities, opportunities or upcoming events related to the world of work which have been 

posted on the Careers channel within your child’s year group on Microsoft Teams.  

If you would like to find out more about the Careers & IAG programme at the Academy, you can find 

details here: https://www.attleboroughacademy.org/students/careers-information-advice-and-guidance/                                          

There is also information about Further Education and career opportunities within many of the subject 

pages on our website: https://www.attleboroughacademy.org/our-curriculum/subjects/ 

 

Years 7-8 

 Working with Chocolate! 

Have a look at the videos below from Tosier Chocolate, a chocolate production company based in 
Suffolk, to find out how chocolate is made: 
https://www.icanbea.org.uk/app/explore/organisations/tosier-chocolate-701/ 

 Animation Club 
The YAY (Young Animator of the Year) UK Club is an online club which can help you create 

animations with challenges, tutorials and tips from professionals. Find out more here: 

Young Animator of the Year UK 

Year 9 

 Careers in TV, Film, Games & Animation 

There are hundreds of different job roles in film, TV, games, animation and visual effects and the 

range of skills they require is wide. Follow the link to read profiles and find out what jobs like 

director, producer, games designer, animator, and concept artist really entail: 

Roles in film, TV, games, animation and VFX - ScreenSkills 

 What are Apprenticeships? 

An Apprenticeship is a job with training included, and is one of the options available to you after 

you finish Year 11. Download this activity pack to find out more: 

PDF-year-9-apprenticeship-activity-pack.pdf (ctfassets.net) 

Year 10 

 Careers in Property 

There are a wide range of careers available in property management, planning, architecture and 
construction. Take the quiz below or go straight to the job profiles to find out more: 
Career Quiz • Property Needs You 
Browse all • Property Needs You 

https://www.attleboroughacademy.org/students/careers-information-advice-and-guidance/
https://www.attleboroughacademy.org/our-curriculum/subjects/
https://www.icanbea.org.uk/app/explore/organisations/tosier-chocolate-701/
https://younganimator.uk/
https://www.screenskills.com/job-profiles/
https://assets.ctfassets.net/8kbr1n52z8s2/77XyrRBOlTHT6HkgxvXJIW/81d9a03a0b25caddc603164bb6350692/PDF-year-9-apprenticeship-activity-pack.pdf
https://www.propertyneedsyou.com/career-quiz
https://www.propertyneedsyou.com/browse-all


 Work Experience 
A reminder that the Year 10 Work Experience week is Monday 27th June - Friday 1st July 2022, and 
that the deadline for your forms to be handed in to the Library is Friday 28th January 2022. You can 
email Mrs Foster (Careers Adviser and Work Experience Co-ordinator) 
mfoster@attleboroughacademy.org if you have any questions or concerns, or pop into the library 
on a Thursday lunchtime to see her.  
 

Year 11 

 Careers in Construction 

Take a look at the links below to find out about the wide range of opportunities available within the 
construction industry, and do the quiz if you would like to see which roles would suit you best: 
Routes Into Construction | Go Construct 
What Job Is Right For Me? (Best Job For You Quiz) | Go Construct 

 Careers & Coffee 
These are twice weekly careers talks featuring a wide range of professionals discussing their career 
paths. The sessions are every Tuesday and Thursday from 16.30 until 16.50. You can watch the 
sessions live, or catch up later:  
New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership - YouTube 

 

All Years 

 Kick the Dust – Norfolk Museums 

Kick the Dust provides young people aged 11-25 with opportunities to get involved with museums 
and heritage, from finding work experience to taking part in creative workshops. See the link below 
for full details:  
Kick the Dust - Norfolk Museums 
 

 

mailto:mfoster@attleboroughacademy.org
https://www.goconstruct.org/get-started-in-construction/
https://www.goconstruct.org/construction-careers/what-jobs-are-right-for-me/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQWGt6SdsGQF-KJCq7JTwQ
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/join-and-support/kick-the-dust

